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Peace Lutheran Church 
4672 N. Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726  •  (559) 222-2320 
Rev. Dennis Wenholz            Rev. Khai Lee 

 

FOURTH WEDNESDAY IN LENT               MARCH 25, 2020 
 

AT THE CROSSROADS 
A SERIES OF SERVICES FOR LENT 

WEEK 4: DECLARATION 
 

OPENING RESPONSE 
P In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 

C Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect. 

 

P But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you. 

C And you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 

 

P For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the   
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive 
in the spirit. 

C Therefore we give glory to God who raised him up 
and gave us the promise of salvation. Amen. 

   
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Jesus sent us as his witnesses, to proclaim his Gospel 
in all that we do and say. 
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C Lord, we confess that we are often tongue-tied and 
silent when we should speak, we are often bound up 
in ourselves when we should act in your name.    
Forgive us, Lord, for our reluctance to proclaim the 
Good News that we treasure. Forgive our selfish 
clinging to what we need for ourselves and our    
unwillingness to offer your gifts freely to those 
around us. Forgive our empty promises, our silent 
passing by, our blindness to others, Lord. Equip and 
empower us. Send us mightily into your world. Fill us 
so full of your gracious love and forgiveness in Jesus 
that we cannot but shout his name and overflow 
with his gifts of grace. 

 

P I have the honor and privilege, by the grace of God, of 
announcing to you the entire forgiveness of your sins. 
In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and free—free to 
share the steadfast love of God with all. 

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING … ISAIAH 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his 
robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. 
Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and 
with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.         
3 And one called to another and said: 

 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” 

 
4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the 
voice of him who called, and the house was filled with 
smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
of hosts!” 
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6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his 
hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from 
the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, 
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and 
your sin atoned for.” 
 
8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 

 
EPISTLE READING … ACTS 2:22-28 

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man attested to you by God with mighty works and 
wonders and signs that God did through him in your 
midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered 
up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless 
men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 
because it was not possible for him to be held by it.        
25 For David says concerning him, 

 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
    for he is at my right hand that I may not be 
shaken; 
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue  
rejoiced; 
    my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
    or let your Holy One see corruption. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 
    you will make me full of gladness with your 
presence.’ 

 
GOSPEL READING … LUKE 22:54-62 

54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him 
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into the high priest's house, and Peter was following at a 
distance. 55 And when they had kindled a fire in the  
middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter 
sat down among them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him 
as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, 
“This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, 
“Woman, I do not know him.” 58 And a little later   
someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of 
them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And after an 
interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, 
“Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a 
Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what 
you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was 
still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned 
and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying 
of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster 
crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he 
went out and wept bitterly. 

 
SHORT MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

 
SERMON DIALOG WITH PETER (pages 7-11) 

(Joe Vang as Peter) 
 

A TIME OF SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 
 

PRAYERS 
P Let us bring our prayers and petitions to God, who 

hears and answers the pleas of our hearts. We pray 
for this world and for our own nation. Lord, send your 
Spirit into our nation and this pain-filled world. Be 
with those who are suffering because of violence,   
terrorism, war and hunger. Strengthen those in need 
and give them courage to face the evil that surrounds 
them. Make us agents of healing in this hurting world. 
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In your mercy, 
C Hear us, Lord. 
 

P We pray for your church in this place and throughout 
the world. Send faithful pastors, teachers and leaders, 
so that they might clearly proclaim your Word and 
shepherd your people. In your mercy, 

C Hear us, Lord. 
 

P Be with us we pray, by the power of your Spirit. Fill us 
with your presence so that we might be about the 
task that Jesus sent us to accomplish, that we might 
proclaim in word and deed the Good News of God’s 
salvation in Jesus. Help us to go into all the world 
teaching all nations what Jesus has taught us. Make us 
more confident of his promise to be with us to the 
end of the age. In your mercy,  

C Hear us, Lord. 
 

P We also pray for the sick, the suffering, the grieving 
and the lonely, especially those we name in our 
hearts. We commit them to your loving care. Heal, 
help and comfort them according to your will. In your 
mercy, 

C Hear us, Lord. 
 

P These and all other petitions and requests we bring 
before you in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
BENEDICTION 

 
By Ted Schroeder. © 2016 Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 
63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved.  
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

During this time, the Worship Services will be available 
through live-stream on our Church’s Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/plcfresno 
 

+ + + + + + + + 
 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2020 LENTEN AND EASTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  
Sunday in Lent 9:00 am, 12 noon (Hmong) 

March 29th 
 

Midweek Lenten Service   7:00 pm 
April 1st 

 
Holy Week 

Palm Sunday, April 5th    9:00 am 
Holy Thursday, April 9th  7:00 pm 
Good Friday, April 10th   7:00 pm 

 
 The Resurrection of Our Lord  

Sunday, April 12th  9:00 am, 12 noon (Hmong) 
 
 

All worship services will be through live-stream  
until further notice. 

 

 
+ + + + + + + + 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/plcfresno
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At the Crossroads 
A Series of Services for Lent 

 
Week Four: Declaration 

Sermon Dialog with Peter 
 

The Sermon Dialog with Peter is delivered by the pastor 
(P) and another reader (R) in the role of Peter:  

 
P Crossroads. They are there for all of us. We may move 

along from day to day easily, walking in the sunshine, 
enjoying the view, feeling at peace. And then it 
comes. A crossroad. A choice point. There we stand, 
frozen to the spot. Which way now? Right? Left? 
Straight? What waits down each of those choices? 
Which way does our heart call us to go? Which makes 
sense? Which is God’s way? 

 
The answers aren’t easy. A crossroad can bring  
daunting spiritual pain. And it can bring us to our 
knees. It can even bring us to destruction. Tonight   
we have an expert on the crossroad of declaration. 
The apostle Peter is with us. Peter is famous for his 
choices; some he would be proud of, some not. 
 

(Peter enters. He is dressed well or in biblical costume. 
He moves hesitantly.) 

 
P Peter, we seem to know you so well. We hear of you 

often in the Scripture. It is good to have you with us 
today. 

 
R I am here to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. I am 

his servant and follower. I think I know why I am here, 
and I am not pleased. 
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P No? I thought you would be happy to be among us 
with your good news. 

 
R Yes, certainly. But I suspect you want to focus on a 

time when I did not make a choice to be a proud    
witness—a time when I failed. 

 
P That’s what is puzzling to us and why we want to look 

at that event, at the time when you denied Jesus. It 
seems hard to understand. You were a leader of the 
disciples, the one who seemed to understand Jesus 
and what he was doing as Messiah. 

 
R I thought I understood. Jesus even complimented me 

on my bold witness to who he was as God’s Messiah. 
He called me blessed, filled with God’s word. 

 
P But then, even after you were warned, you denied 

him three times. 
 
R If I could go back now and face that crossroad again, I 

would know what to do. You see, I thought I knew 
what Jesus was doing. In spite of the times he told us 
he was going to suffer and die, I still thought he would  
be what we hoped he would be. After all, he paraded 
into the city of Jerusalem in a way that said that he 
was the coming king. I thought we were on the way  
to having God’s Messiah as the king and ruler we 
needed. I didn’t know what all that talk of suffering 
was about. 

 
P And that’s why you could not speak his name when 

you were in the priest’s courtyard. 
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R At that point, everything was going wrong. He wasn’t 
supposed to be arrested. I even tried to fight for him. 
He wasn’t supposed to be on trial. Where was his 
power? Where were his miracles? Where was his   
ability to simply walk away when they threatened 
him? At that point, when they accused me, I saw Jesus 
failing. And I failed. 

 
P Were you afraid? 
 
R Afraid? Yes, I guess so. But I was baffled, confused, 

disappointed, in despair. That’s not an excuse. It is just 
what happened. 

 
P You had said you would even die with him. Didn’t you 

mean that? 
 
R That was my quick mouth, another time I spoke   

without thinking. I just said that to impress Jesus and 
the others. I was looking for another compliment. It 
was important for me to know that Jesus respected 
me, thought I was worthwhile. I needed him to        
appreciate me and what I had done for him. 

 
P And his warning? Didn’t you hear his warning? 
 
R Jesus said many things I didn’t really understand at 

the time. I guess I just wasn’t hearing. It was easy for 
me, and I am sure for you too, to see myself as strong 
in the faith, able to speak the right words, able to be  
the one to stand up for Jesus, able to witness. But 
when I was in that situation, I could not choose the 
path I knew I should choose. I could not say the words 
I knew I needed to say. It was dark in my spirit at that 
moment, and I could not see, could not speak. 
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P A terrible time? 
 
R More terrible than you can know. Oh, I know that all 

of us find ourselves at places where we know we 
should speak the good word. I know what it is like for 
you. You find yourselves among those who dirty their 
minds and mouths with words that hurt or shame. I 
know you find yourselves among those who misuse 
God’s name, act as though his commands don’t exist.  
I know you struggle in your minds with what to say 
and do in those situations. The questions come: Will 
my words of faith help? Will they be effective? Won’t 
what I say set me apart, make me look foolish, ruin my 
relationships? Isn’t it better to keep quiet or just go 
along? I know. You may not face a time when your 
words would put you in danger for your life, but      
certainly there are times when we all find ourselves   
at a crossroad that calls on us to boldly speak Jesus’ 
name and God’s will, and we fail. 

 
P You know us too well. We do not speak the words 

that we should, when we should. 
 
R I guess the best part of my story is that I did not finish 

my discipleship in tears of failure. Jesus came and 
found me that day on the beach, after he had risen. 
He loved me enough to call me back after I had turned 
my back on him. “Do you love me?” he asked me three 
times. And he sent me to feed his lambs and sheep. 
And here is the best part, he calls you back, too. He 
does not leave us in our failure. He does not turn 
away. He is there each day with the forgiveness we 
need to go on one more day, to face one more test, to 
stand at one more crossroad. And by his power, the 
power of his Holy Spirit, to be what he wants us to be, 
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what we want to be. 
 
P St. Paul said: For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for 

it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes. . . (Romans 1:16). That’s our affirmation, 
that’s our calling. We can stand and speak the Good 
News because he has done all for us. 

 
R Certainly. Most certainly so. Remember that “you are 

a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 1:9). Seek his power 
to walk in the light. 

 
By Ted Schroeder. © 2016 Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 
63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved.  

 


