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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Dennis A. Wenholz       Rev. Khai N. Lee 
 

Third Sunday in Lent                                  March 12, 2023 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING THREE  
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Peace Handbell Choir 

“What Wondrous Love Is This” – arr. by Douglas Wagner 
 

OPENING HYMN   
“Christ, the Word of God Incarnate”  LSB 540 
 

1 Christ, the Word of God incarnate, 
    Lord and Son of Abraham; 
Christ, the radiance of the Father, 
    Perfect God, the great I AM; 
Christ, the light, You shine unvanquished, 
    Light and life You bring to all; 
Light our path with Your own presence, 
    Grant us grace to heed Your call. 

 

2 Christ, the living bread from heaven, 
    Food for body, food for soul; 
Christ, the manna daily given, 
    Nourish, strengthen, make us whole. 
Feed us with the food of heaven, 
    Foretaste of the feast to be; 
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Quench our thirst with living water 
    Springing up eternally. 

 

3 Christ, the shoot that springs triumphant 
    From the stump of Jesse’s tree; 
Christ, true vine, You nurture branches 
    To bear fruit abundantly. 
Graft us into You, O Savior; 
    Prune our hearts so we remain 
Fruitful branches in Your vineyard 
    Till eternal life we gain. 

 

4 Christ, our good and faithful shepherd, 
    Watching all Your lambs and sheep; 
Christ, the gate that guards the sheepfold, 
    Never-failing vigil keep. 
When we stray, Good Shepherd, seek us, 
    Find us, lift us, bear us home; 
Lamb of God, our shepherd, keep us; 
    Let us hear Your voice alone. 

 

5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 
    To the Father’s home on high, 
Christ, the truth that frees the captive, 
    Christ, the life that cannot die. 
Mediator to the Father, 
    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 
    There to share Your wedding feast. 

 

D  6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 
    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
Christ, the life and resurrection, 
    Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 

Praise and thanks and adoration 
    And unending worship be 
To the Father and the Spirit 
    And to You eternally. 

Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                            Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                 [Hebrews 10:22] 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth.                Psalm 124:8 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                 Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
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Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.                                                        [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm  84:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 
P Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
C How lovely is your dwelling place, 
 O LORD of hosts! 
 

P My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; 
 my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
C Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest 

for herself, where she may lay her young, 
 at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
 

P Blessèd are those who dwell in your house, 
 ever singing your praise! 
 

KYRIE   Mark 10:47 LSB 186 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  LSB 189 
P The Lord be with you.                                             2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
 O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be 

gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways 
and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 
faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth 
of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 17:1–7 
 1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on 
from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the 
commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but 
there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the 
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to 
drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with 
me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted 
there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and 
said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to 
the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost 
ready to stone me.” 5And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on 
before the people, taking with you some of the elders of 
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Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck 
the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand before you there on the 
rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall 
come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, 
in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name 
of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling 
of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by 
saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 95:1–9 
P Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 
 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
C Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
 

P For the LORD is a great God, 
 and a great King above all gods. 
C In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
 the heights of the mountains are his also. 
 

P The sea is his, for he made it, 
 and his hands formed the dry land. 
C Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
 

P For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, 
 and the sheep of his hand. Today, if you hear his voice, 
C do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 
 as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 
 

P when your fathers put me to the test and put me to the 
proof, though they had seen my work. 

EPISTLE Romans 5:1–8 
 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through 
him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5and 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 
died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 
even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 4:5–30, 39–42 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth 

chapter. 

 
 

 5[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near 
the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well 
was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was 
sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 
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 7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus 
said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone 
away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said 
to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a 
woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 
God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you 
would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to 
draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 
living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons 
and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks 
of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The 
water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, 
give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to 
come here to draw water.” 
 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 
here.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” 
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 
husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you 
now have is not your husband. What you have said is 
true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are 
a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but 
you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to 
worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour 
is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem 
will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, 
for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God 
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah 
is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will 
tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am 
he.” 
 27Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that 
he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you 
seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28So the woman 
left her water jar and went away into town and said to the 
people, 29“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. 
Can this be the Christ?” 30They went out of the town and 
were coming to him. . . . 
 39Many Samaritans from that town believed in him 
because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I 
ever did.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked 
him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41And 
many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the 
woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that 
this is indeed the Savior of the world.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

NICENE CREED                                                             LSB 191 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 



6 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down  
 from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin  
 Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius  
 Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the  
 Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
 the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is  
 worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
 Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  

 sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “What Wondrous Love Is This” LSB 543 
 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
    What wondrous love is this 
    That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
    When I was sinking down 
    Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
    To God and to the Lamb, 
    Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
    And when from death I’m free, 
    I’ll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
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Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON Rev. Dennis Wenholz 
“Worshiping in Spirit and Truth”     John 4:24 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding,  
 keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.       Philippians 4:7 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Psalm 51:10-12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH    [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name 
of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation 
and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 
4:1–3). 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   Matthew 6:9-13 LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 

             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS                 LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you.                2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

A Bless we the Lord.                            [Psalm 103:1] 

 
 

BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26 LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord 
lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN    
“We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died”  LSB 429 (Tune: LSB 805) 
 

1 We sing the praise of Him who died, 
    Of Him who died upon the cross. 
The sinner’s hope let all deride; 
    For this we count the world but loss. 

 

2 Inscribed upon the cross we see 
    In shining letters, “God is love.” 
He bears our sins upon the tree; 
    He brings us mercy from above. 

 

3 The cross! It takes our guilt away; 
    It holds the fainting spirit up; 
It cheers with hope the gloomy day 
    And sweetens ev’ry bitter cup. 

 

4 It makes the coward spirit brave 
    And nerves the feeble arm for fight; 
It takes the terror from the grave 
    And gilds the bed of death with light; 

 

5 The balm of life, the cure of woe, 
    The measure and the pledge of love, 
The sinner’s refuge here below, 
    The angels’ theme in heav’n above. 

 

6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace 
    By bitter grief and anguish sore, 
Be praise from all the ransomed race 
    Forever and forevermore. 

Text (sts. 1–5): Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855; (st. 6): Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861 
Text: Public domain 

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
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