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4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726
Rev. Dennis A. Wenholz Rev. Khai N. Lee

Fifth Sunday in Lent March 26, 2023

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for
service to God and to each other.

DIVINE SERVICE — SETTING THREE
PRELUDE Organist

CALL TO WORSHIP Peace Handbell Choir
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” — arr. by Barbara Kinyon

OPENING HYMN
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” LSB 686

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;
May | still Thy goodness prove.

2 Here | raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I've come;
And | hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the fold of God,;



He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor

Daily I’'m constrained to be;

Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:

Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;
Prone to leave the God | love.

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning,
| shall see Thy lovely face;
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen,
How I'll sing Thy wondrous grace!
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry;
Take my ransom’d soul away;
Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-90, alt.  Text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their

Baptism.

P Inthe name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness. [Hebrews 10:22]

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C

p
C

who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

INTROIT

P

C

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended You
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23]
Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm 116:1-4, 8; antiphon: v. 15
Precious in the sight of the LorD

is the death of his saints.

| love the LorD, because he has heard

my voice and my pleas for mercy.

Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore | will call on him as long as | live.



C The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of
Sheol laid hold on me; | suffered distress and anguish.

P Then | called on the name of the Lord:
“O Lor, | pray, deliver my soul!”

C For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.

KYRIE wark 10:47 LSB 186
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
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2 Timothy 4:22
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P Let us pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look
upon Your people that we may be governed and
preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LorD was upon me, and he brought
me out in the Spirit of the LorRD and set me down in the
middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me
around among them, and behold, there were very many on
the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very
dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
And | answered, “O Lord Gop, you know.” “Then he said to
me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry
bones, hear the word of the Lorb. *Thus says the Lord Gobp to
these bones: Behold, | will cause breath to enter you, and
you shall live. ®And | will lay sinews upon you, and will cause
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that |
am the LorD.”

’So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as |
prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and
the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And | looked,
and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no
breath in them.°Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the
breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus
says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe on these slain, that they may live.” °So | prophesied
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

1Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are
the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut
off.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord Gob: Behold, | will open your graves and raise you from
your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into the land



of Israel. 3And you shall know that | am the Lorp, when |
open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my
people. **And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall
live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall
know that | am the Lorp; | have spoken, and | will do it,
declares the LorD.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 130
P Out of the depths

| cry to you, O LorD!
C O Lorp, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive

to the voice of my pleas for mercy!

P If you, O Lorp, should mark iniquities,
O Lorp, who could stand?

C But with you there is forgiveness,
that you may be feared.

P | wait for the LorD, my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;

C my soul waits for the LorRD
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.

P O lsrael, hope in the LorD!
For with the LorDp there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.

C And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.

EPISTLE Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has
setyou free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could
not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, %in order that the
righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit. >For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. °To set
the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. 'For the mind that is set on the flesh
is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed,
it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

%You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. °But if
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the
Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

HOLY GOSPEL John 11:1-53
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh
chapter.



Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

!Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha. %It was Mary who
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her
hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to
him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” *But when Jesus
heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for
the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.”

>Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus. ®So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed
two days longer in the place where he was. "Then after this
he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking
to stone you, and are you going there again?” °Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone
walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the
light of this world. 1°But if anyone walks in the night, he
stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 'After saying
these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but | go to awaken him.” *The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” *Now Jesus
had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant
taking rest in sleep. *Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus
has died, >and for your sake | am glad that | was not there,
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” **So Thomas,
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go,
that we may die with him.”

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had
already been in the tomb four days. ®Bethany was near

Jerusalem, about two miles off, %and many of the Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their
brother. °So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the
house. 2!Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. 22But even now | know that
whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” ?Jesus said
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” >*Martha said to him, “I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” #Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live, 2°and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never
die. Do you believe this?” ?She said to him, “Yes, Lord; |
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is
coming into the world.”

2\When she had said this, she went and called her
sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is
calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose quickly
and went to him. *°*Now Jesus had not yet come into the
village, but was still in the place where Martha had met
him. 3'When the Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they
followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. *?Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and
saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus
saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also
weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly
troubled. 3*And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **Jesus wept. 3°So the
Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 3’But some of them said,



“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also
have kept this man from dying?”
3%Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb.
It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. **Jesus said, “Take
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to
him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been
dead four days.” *Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if
you believed you would see the glory of God?” #!So they took
away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said,
“Father, | thank you that you have heard me. #’| knew that
you always hear me, but | said this on account of the people
standing around, that they may believe that you sent
me.” ¥*When he had said these things, he cried out with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” **The man who had died
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him,
and let him go.”
>Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with
Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, *®but some
of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had
done. #’So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the
Council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs
many signs. ¥If we let him go on like this, everyone will
believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away
both our place and our nation.” But one of them, Caiaphas,
who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all. *®°Nor do you understand that it is better for
you that one man should die for the people, not that the
whole nation should perish.” >*He did not say this of his own
accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the nation, *2and not for the nation only,
but also to gather into one the children of God who are

scattered abroad. *3So from that day on they made plans to
put him to death.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

NICENE CREED
C |believein one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.



Sit

And He will come again with glory to judge both
the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I~ of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” LSB 438

1 A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth,

The guilt of sinners bearing

And, laden with the sins of earth,

None else the burden sharing;

Goes patient on, grows weak and faint,
To slaughter led without complaint,

That spotless life to offer,

He bears the stripes, the wounds, the lies,
The mockery, and yet replies,

“All this | gladly suffer.”

2 This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend,

The Lamb of God, our Savior,

Whom God the Father chose to send
To gain for us His favor.

“Go forth, My Son,” the Father said,

“And free My children from their dread
Of guilt and condemnation.

The wrath and stripes are hard to bear,

But by Your passion they will share
The fruit of Your salvation.”

“Yes, Father, yes, most willingly

I’ll bear what You command Me.
My will conforms to Your decree,

I’ll do what You have asked Me.”
O wondrous Love, what have You done!
The Father offers up His Son,

Desiring our salvation.
O Love, how strong You are to save!
You lay the One into the grave

Who built the earth’s foundation.

Lord, when Your glory | shall see
And taste Your kingdom’s pleasure,
Your blood my royal robe shall be,
My joy beyond all measure!
When | appear before Your throne,
Your righteousness shall be my crown;
With these | need not hide me.
And there, in garments richly wrought,
As Your own bride shall we be brought
To stand in joy beside You.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368



SERMON Rev. Dennis Wenholz

“Pardoned By Grace!” Romans 8:1-11

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  philippians 4:7

C Amen.
Stand
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name
of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation
and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph.
4:1-3).

LORD’S PRAYER watthew 6:9-13

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

LSB 196

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
P The Lord be with you.
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2 Timothy 4:22
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A Bless we the Lord. [Psalm 103:1]
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Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION numbers 6:24-26 LSB 202

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His
face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord
lift up His countenance upon you and *I- give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN
“Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious” LSB 548

1 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, victorious!
Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life!
Death hath now no power o’er us,
Thou hast conquered in the strife.
Thanks because Thou didst arise
And hast opened paradise!
None can fully sing the glory
Of the resurrection story.

2 Thou hast died for my transgression,
All my sins on Thee were laid;
Thou hast won for me salvation,
On the cross my debt was paid.
From the grave | shall arise
And shall meet Thee in the skies.
Death itself is transitory;
| shall lift my head in glory.

3 For the joy Thine advent gave me,

For Thy holy, precious Word;

For Thy Baptism, which doth save me,
For Thy blest Communion board;

For Thy death, the bitter scorn,

For Thy resurrection morn,
Lord, | thank Thee and extol Thee,
And in heav’'n I shall behold Thee.

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860-1942
Text: Public domain

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE Organist
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