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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Dennis A. Wenholz                                                      Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

Good Friday                                                                             April 7, 2023 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 
 

As We Gather:  On this most holy night, we celebrate Christ 
the Lord’s passover from death to life, our Savior breaking 
the power of death, and how He brings life and salvation to 
all creation through His resurrection.  Let us praise the Lord, 
for He truly keeps His word.  The Son of Righteousness has 
dawned upon us who have sat in darkness and in the shadow 
of death. 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

T   T   T 
 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                Peace Handbell Choir 
“Go to Dark Gethsemane” – arr. by Barbara B. Kinyon 

 

INVOCATION  
P In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION            
“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”   LSB 437  
 

1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 
    And did my sov’reign die? 
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Would He devote that sacred head 
    For such a worm as I? 

 

2 Was it for crimes that I had done 
    He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity, grace unknown, 
    And love beyond degree! 

 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide 
    And shut his glories in 
When God, the mighty maker, died 
    For His own creatures’ sin. 

 

4 Thus might I hide my blushing face 
    While His dear cross appears, 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
    And melt mine eyes to tears. 

 

5 But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
    The debt of love I owe; 
Here, Lord, I give myself away: 
    ’Tis all that I can do. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER  
P Let us pray. Merciful God, we come before You on this 

day, remembering the Savior whom You sent, the 
suffering that paid the cost of our redemption, and the 
death that killed death, once for all. Give us such faith in 
Your Son and in the salvation He has won, that we may 
not despair for lack of hope nor surrender ourselves to  
evil, but call upon His saving name with thanksgiving in 
our hearts; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray. 

C Amen. 
                                                       

+  THE FIRST WORD  + 
  

SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed 

the world. 

 

P God did not spare His own Son, 
C but gave Him up for us all. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Pastor:  Isaiah 53:3 
He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 
faces He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 
  

Pastor:  Luke 23:33-34 
And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, 
there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on His right 
and one on His left. And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do." And they cast lots to divide His 
garments. 
 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. O innocent Jesus, by false witness and lies 

You were condemned to death, but by Your true witness 
You showed us the way of life. Make us to remember 
how our sins and evil words and thoughts condemn us, 
and let us not be found false and faithless on the day 
when God holds court. 

C Amen. 

  

HYMN  "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”  LSB 450 (v. 1-3, 7) 
 



3 

 

1 O sacred Head, now wounded, 
    With grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded 
    With thorns, Thine only crown. 
O sacred Head, what glory, 
    What bliss, till now was Thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, 
    I joy to call Thee mine. 

 

2 How pale Thou art with anguish, 
    With sore abuse and scorn! 
How doth Thy face now languish 
    That once was bright as morn! 
Grim death, with cruel rigor, 
    Hath robbed Thee of Thy life; 
Thus Thou hast lost Thy vigor, 
    Thy strength, in this sad strife. 

 

3 What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered 
    Was all for sinners’ gain; 
Mine, mine was the transgression, 
    But Thine the deadly pain. 
Lo, here I fall, my Savior! 
    ’Tis I deserve Thy place; 
Look on me with Thy favor, 
    And grant to me Thy grace. 

 

7 Be Thou my consolation, 
    My shield, when I must die; 
Remind me of Thy passion 
    When my last hour draws nigh. 
Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, 
    Upon Thy cross shall dwell, 

My heart by faith enfold Thee. 
    Who dieth thus dies well. 

Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; German version, Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

REFLECTION  
The first candle is extinguished. 

  

+  THE SECOND WORD  + 
  

SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed 

the world. 
 

P Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after 
Me 

C cannot be My disciple. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Pastor:  Isaiah 53:4 
Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 
we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
  

Pastor:  Luke 23:38-43 
There was also an inscription over Him, "This is the King of 
the Jews." One of the criminals who were hanged railed at 
Him, saying, "Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!" 
But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, 
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 
And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of 
our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong." And he 
said, "Jesus, remember me when You come into Your 
kingdom." And He said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with Me in Paradise." 
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PRAYER 
P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, You said, "Whoever does 

not take up his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me." 
Grant us grace to bear whatever cross may be ours to 
carry; and grant that by Your cross the world may be 
crucified to us and we to the world, and that through 
Your cross and passion we may gain life everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 

  
REFLECTION  

The second candle is extinguished. 
  

+  THE THIRD WORD  + 
  

SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed 

the world. 

 

P The Lord has laid on Him the guilt of us all. 
C He was smitten for the people's transgressions. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Pastor:  Isaiah 53:5 

But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed 
for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. 
  

Pastor:  John 19:25-27 
But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His 
mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple 
whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, 
"Woman, behold, your son!" Then He said to the disciple, 
"Behold, your mother!" And from that hour the disciple took 
her to his own home. 
  

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, You have said: "Take My 

yoke upon You and learn from Me; for My yoke is easy, 
and My burden is light." Grant that, as You bore Your 
cross willingly for love of us, we may bear our cross for 
the love of You. Give us grace in every trial and 
temptation, and save us by Your cross and passion. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN   “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”   LSB 451 
 

1 Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 
    See Him dying on the tree! 
’Tis the Christ, by man rejected; 
    Yes, my soul, ’tis He, ’tis He! 
’Tis the long-expected Prophet, 
    David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 
Proofs I see sufficient of it: 
    ’Tis the true and faithful Word. 
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2 Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, 
    Was there ever grief like His? 
Friends through fear His cause disowning, 
    Foes insulting His distress; 
Many hands were raised to wound Him, 
    None would intervene to save; 
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him 
    Was the stroke that justice gave. 

 

3 Ye who think of sin but lightly 
    Nor suppose the evil great 
Here may view its nature rightly, 
    Here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the sacrifice appointed, 
    See who bears the awful load; 
’Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed, 
    Son of Man and Son of God. 

 

4 Here we have a firm foundation, 
    Here the refuge of the lost: 
Christ, the Rock of our salvation, 
    Is the name of which we boast; 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, 
    Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 
None shall ever be confounded 
    Who on Him their hope have built. 

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

REFLECTION  
The third candle is extinguished. 

  

+  THE FOURTH WORD  + 
  

SENTENCES 

P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed 

the world. 

 

P Those who sow in tears 
C shall reap with shouts of joy. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Pastor:  Isaiah 53:6 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned---every 
one---to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all. 
  

Pastor:  Mark 15:33-34 
And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over 
the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" 
which means, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?" 
  

SPECIAL MUSIC                                            Hmong Ladies Choir    
“Au, Tswv Yexus Tus Uas Yeej Kev Tuag” 

Kaying Lee, Director 
 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You hate 

nothing that You have made and forgive the sins of all 
who are penitent. Create in us a new and contrite heart, 
that we, lamenting our sins and holding to Your mercy, 
may receive full forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   LSB 425  
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1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
    On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
    And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
    Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
    I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet 
    Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
    Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
    That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
    Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748     Text: Public domain 

 

REFLECTION 
The fourth candle is extinguished.  

 

+  THE FIFTH WORD  + 
  

SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed 

the world. 
 

P They have pierced My hands and feet. 
C I can count all My bones; they stare and gloat over Me. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Pastor:  Isaiah 53:10 
Yet is was the will of the Lord to crush Him; He has put Him 
to grief; when His soul makes an offering for guilt, He shall 
see His offspring; He shall prolong His days; the will of the 
Lord shall prosper in His hand.  
 

Pastor:  John 19:28 
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to 
fulfill the Scripture), "I thirst." 
 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, nailed to the cross for us, 

crucify in us all that is evil. With Your precious blood 
cleanse us from all our sins, renew a right spirit within us, 
and strengthen our hearts to forgive. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN   “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”   LSB 435 
 

1 Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, 
    Sinners, ruined by the fall; 
Here a pure and healing fountain 
    Flows for you, for me, for all, 
In a full, perpetual tide, 
Opened when our Savior died. 

 

2 Come in poverty and meanness, 
    Come defiled, without, within; 
From infection and uncleanness, 
    From the leprosy of sin, 
Wash your robes and make them white; 
Ye shall walk with God in light. 
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3 Come in sorrow and contrition, 
    Wounded, impotent, and blind; 
Here the guilty, free remission, 
    Here the troubled, peace may find. 
Health this fountain will restore; 
They that drink shall thirst no more. 

 

4 They that drink shall live forever; 
    ’Tis a soul-renewing flood. 
God is faithful; God will never 
    Break His covenant of blood, 
Signed when our Redeemer died, 
Sealed when He was glorified. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

REFLECTION  
The fifth candle is extinguished. 

  

+  THE SIXTH WORD  +  
 

SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed 

the world. 

 

P Surely He has borne our griefs 
C and carried our sorrows. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Pastor:  Isaiah 53:11 
Out of the anguish of His soul He shall see and be satisfied; 
by His knowledge shall the righteous one, My servant, make 
many to be accounted righteous, and He shall bear their 
iniquities. 
  

Pastor:  John 19:29-30 
A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full 
of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to His mouth. 
When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is 
finished," and He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 
  

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Gracious and loving Father, as You listened 

to Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the midst of His 
agony and suffering, so hear the cries of Your people and 
teach us in all humility and obedience to call on You in all 
our needs, trusting that You will never leave us nor 
forsake us. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN   “Were You There”   LSB 456 (v. 1-3)  
 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
    Oh . . . 
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
            tremble, 
        tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

2 Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
    Oh . . . 
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
            tremble, 
        tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
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3 Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
    Oh . . . 
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
            tremble, 
        tremble. 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Text: African American spiritual, 19th cent., alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

REFLECTION  
The sixth candle is extinguished.  

 

+  THE SEVENTH WORD  + 
  

SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed 

the world. 
 

P Christ, for our sake, became obedient to the point of 
death, 

C even death on a cross. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Pastor:  Isaiah 53:12b 
He poured out His soul to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet He bore the sin of many, and makes 
intercession for the transgressors. 
 

Pastor:  Luke 23:46 
Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into 
Your hands I commit My spirit!" And having said this He 
breathed His last. 
 
 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, out of tender 

love toward Your creation, You sent Your Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ, to become our flesh and to suffer death on 
the cross. Mercifully grant that we may both follow the 
example of His patience and also be made partakers of 
His resurrection. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN   “The Old Rugged Cross”                                                     
 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 
The emblem of suff’ring and shame; 
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain.  
 

Refrain 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 
Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, 
And exchange it some day for a crown.  
 

Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 
Has a wondrous attraction for me; 
For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above 
To bear it to dark Calvary.  (Refrain) 
 

In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 
A won-drous beauty I see, 
For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 
To pardon and sanctify me.  (Refrain) 
 

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true; 
Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 
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Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away, 
Where His glory forever I’ll share.  (Refrain)* 
 

* This final refrain will be sung without organ 
accompaniment. 
 

REFLECTION  
The seventh candle is extinguished. 

  

All lights are turned off. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER    
(spoken in hushed tones) 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

SILENT MEDITATION 
 

(Please exit in reverence and silence.) 
 
 
 
 
 

TENEBRAE SERVICE 

 

 
This is a service that will end in total darkness, 

symbolizing the death of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
Please remain seated during the entire service. 

  
At the conclusion of the service, 

 please depart reverently and in silence. 
  

Candles during the service will be extinguished,  
symbolizing the death of Jesus.   

The candles will be lit again on Easter morning,  
celebrating Christ’s Resurrection. 


