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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Dennis A. Wenholz                                                      Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

Second Sunday of Easter                                    April 16, 2023 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Peace Handbell Choir 

“The Day of Resurrection” – arr. by Frances L. Callahan 
 

OPENING HYMN   “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”   LSB 480 
 

1 He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 
He opened death’s prison, the_incarnate, true Word. 
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 
And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong. 

 

2 The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 

 

3 But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 
And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes. 
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high; 
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 

 

4 O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 
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For all our transgressions His blood does atone; 
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 

 

D  5 Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain: 
With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign. 

Text: C. F. W. Walther, 1811–87, abr.; tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867–1941, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.                              1 John 1:8-9 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen.                                                           [John 20:19-23] 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3 
P Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, 

that by it you may grow up to salvation— 
 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
C Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 
 make known his deeds among the peoples! 
 

P Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
 tell of all his wondrous works! 
C Glory in his holy name; 
 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
 

P Seek the LORD and his strength; 
 seek his presence continually! 
C Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 
 

P He remembers his covenant forever, the word that he 
commanded, for a thousand generations. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

P Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, 
that by it you may grow up to salvation— 

 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 

KYRIE   Mark 10:47 LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST   Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  LSB 156 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the 

Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life 
and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

FIRST READING Acts 5:29–42 
 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must 
obey God rather than men. 30The God of our fathers raised 
Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God 
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom 
God has given to those who obey him.” 
 33When they heard this, they were enraged and 
wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named 
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, 
stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little 
while. 35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what 
you are about to do with these men. 36For before these days 
Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of 

men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all 
who followed him were dispersed and came to 
nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of 
the census and drew away some of the people after him. He 
too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So 
in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and 
let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, 
it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to 
overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” 
So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the 
apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in 
the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the 
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42And every day, in 
the temple and from house to house, they did not cease 
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 148 
P Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
 praise him in the heights! 
C Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! 
 

P Praise him, sun and moon, 
 praise him, all you shining stars! 
C Praise him, you highest heavens, 
 and you waters above the heavens! 
 

P Let them praise the name of the LORD! 
 For he commanded and they were created. 
C And he established them forever and ever; 
 he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. 



5 
 

 

P Praise the LORD from the earth, 
 you great sea creatures and all deeps, 
C fire and hail, snow and mist, 
 stormy wind fulfilling his word! 
 

P Mountains and all hills, 
 fruit trees and all cedars! 
C Beasts and all livestock, 
 creeping things and flying birds! 
 

P Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
 princes and all rulers of the earth! 
C Young men and maidens together, 
 old men and children! 
 

P Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name 
alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven. 

C He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his 
saints, for the people of Israel who are near to him. 
Praise the LORD! 

 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3–9 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by 
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of 
your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it 
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 

and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you 
have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see 
him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA   John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth 

chapter. 

 
 

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, 
the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
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forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my 
finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his 
side, I will never believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and 
see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. 
Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, 
“My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these 
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    
“O Sons and Daughters of the King”   LSB 470 
 

1 O sons and daughters of the King, 
Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 
Today the grave has lost its sting! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 That Easter morn, at break of day, 
The faithful women went their way 
To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 An angel clad in white they see, 
Who sits and speaks unto the three, 
“Your Lord will go to Galilee.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 That night the_apostles met in fear; 
Among them came their master dear 
And said, “My peace be with you here.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard 
That they had seen the risen Lord, 
He doubted the disciples’ word. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 
And look upon My hands, My feet; 
Not faithless but believing be.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 
He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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8 How blest are they who have not seen 
And yet whose faith has constant been, 
For they eternal life shall win. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

9 On this most holy day of days 
Be laud and jubilee and praise: 
To God your hearts and voices raise. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON Rev. Khai Lee 
“The Sure and Living Hope”     1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             LSB 158 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  
 Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and  
 the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name 
of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation 
and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 
4:1–3). 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
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PREFACE  LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts.                          [Colossians 3:1] 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                  [Psalm 136] 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 
are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal 
Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His 
rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. 
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 
with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”                                               Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

                       Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST LSB 162 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.    1 Corinthians 11:26 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.                                    Revelation 22:20 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 

      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 

             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen.                                  Matthew 6:9-13 

 

PAX DOMINI   John 20:19 LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI   John 1:29  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia”   LSB 463 
 

1 Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! 
Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
At the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia! 

 

2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 
Sinless in the sinner’s stead. Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! 
Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

 

3 Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! 
God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 
When contending death and life, Alleluia! 
Met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia! 

 

4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 
All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! 
Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1809–81, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

“The Day of Resurrection”   LSB 478 (v. 1-3) 
 

1 The day of resurrection! 
    Earth, tell it out abroad, 
The passover of gladness, 
    The passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 
    From sin’s dominion free, 
Our Christ has brought us over 
    With hymns of victory. 

 

2 Let hearts be purged of evil 
    That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal 
    Of resurrection light 
And, list’ning to His accents, 
    May hear, so calm and plain, 
His own “All hail!” and, hearing, 
    May raise the victor strain. 

 

3 Now let the heav’ns be joyful, 
    Let earth its song begin, 
Let all the world keep triumph 
    And all that is therein. 
Let all things, seen and unseen, 
    Their notes of gladness blend; 
For Christ the Lord has risen, 
    Our joy that has no end! 

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”   LSB 469 
 

1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” 
Saints on earth and angels say; 
Raise your joys and triumphs high; 
Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply. 

 

2 Love’s redeeming work is done, 
Fought the fight, the battle won; 
Lo! Our Sun’s eclipse is o’er; 
Lo! He sets in blood no more. 

 

3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
Christ hath burst the gates of hell. 
Death in vain forbids His rise; 
Christ has opened paradise. 
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4 Lives again our glorious King! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Once He died our souls to save; 
Where thy victory, O grave? 

 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 
Foll’wing our exalted Head. 
Made like Him, like Him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 
Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 
Thee we greet triumphant now: 
Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 
A Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN   “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”   LSB 490 
 

1 Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! 
    Death no longer can appall me; 
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! 
    From the grave will Christ recall me. 
Brighter scenes will then commence; 
This shall be my confidence. 

 

2 Jesus lives! To Him the throne 
    High above all things is given. 
I shall go where He is gone, 
    Live and reign with Him in heaven. 



12 
 

God is faithful; doubtings, hence! 
This shall be my confidence. 

 

3 Jesus lives! For me He died, 
    Hence will I, to Jesus living, 
Pure in heart and act abide, 
    Praise to Him and glory giving. 
All I need God will dispense; 
This shall be my confidence. 

 

4 Jesus lives! I know full well 
    Nothing me from Him shall sever. 
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell 
    Part me now from Christ forever. 
God will be my sure defense; 
This shall be my confidence. 

 

5 Jesus lives! And now is death 
    But the gate of life immortal; 
This shall calm my trembling breath 
    When I pass its gloomy portal. 
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 
Jesus is my confidence! 

Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
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