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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Dennis A. Wenholz                                                      Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter                                                 May 21, 2023 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Peace Handbell Choir 
“God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons”  

– arr. by Bill Ingram 
 

OPENING HYMN   “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”   LSB 493 
 

1 A hymn of glory let us sing! 
New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, 
Ascends unto the throne of God. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 The holy apostolic band 
Upon the Mount of Olives stand. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
And with His faithful foll’wers see 
Their Lord ascend in majesty. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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3 To them the shining angels cry, 
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
“This is the Savior,” thus they say; 
“This is His glorious triumph day!” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 “You see Him now, ascending high 
Up to the portals of the sky.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see 
Returning in great majesty.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
And be our future great reward. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we 
Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

D  6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.                              1 John 1:8-9 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen.                                                           [John 20:19-23] 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
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name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 100; antiphon: Psalm 101:1 
P I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 
 to you, O LORD, I will make music. 
C Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve 

the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with 
singing! 

 

P Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, 
and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. 

C Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

 

P For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
 and his faithfulness to all generations. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

P I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 
 to you, O LORD, I will make music. 
 

KYRIE   Mark 10:47 LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST   Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  LSB 156 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
 O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far 

above all heavens, leave us not without consolation but 
send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the 
Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

FIRST READING Acts 1:12–26 
 12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the 
mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s 
journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up 
to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John 
and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the 
Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14All these with one 
accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with 
the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 
 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers 
(the company of persons was in all about 120) and 
said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David 
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who 
arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a 
field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong 
he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed 
out. 19And it became known to all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language 
Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in the 
Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 
 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 
“‘Let another take his office.’ 



5 
 

21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when 
he was taken up from us—one of these men must become 
with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put 
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called 
Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, 
who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you 
have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL Psalm 68:1–10; antiphon: v. 32 
P God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered; 
 and those who hate him shall flee before him! 
C As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them 

away; as wax melts before fire, so the wicked shall 
perish before God! 

 

P But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult before 
God; they shall be jubilant with joy! 

C Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to 
him who rides through the deserts; his name is the 
LORD; exult before him! 

 

P Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 
 is God in his holy habitation. 
C God settles the solitary in a home; 
 he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 
 but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 

 

P O God, when you went out before your people, 
 when you marched through the wilderness, 
C the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain, 
 before God, the One of Sinai, before God, the God of 

Israel. 
 

P Rain in abundance, O God, you shed abroad; 
 you restored your inheritance as it languished; 
C your flock found a dwelling in it; in your goodness,  
 O God, you provided for the needy. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 
 12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it 
comes upon you to test you, as though something strange 
were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share 
Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad 
when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted for the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you. 15But let none of you suffer as a 
murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if 
anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let 
him glorify God in that name. 17For it is time for judgment to 
begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what 
will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? 18And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will 
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. . . . 
 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for 
you. 8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the 
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devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the 
same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 
brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have 
suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA   John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 17:1–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth 

chapter. 

 
 

 1When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his 
eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given 
him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they know 
you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent. 4I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work 
that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your 
own presence with the glory that I had with you before the 
world existed. 
 6“I have manifested your name to the people whom 
you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave 
them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know 
that everything that you have given me is from you. 8For I 
have given them the words that you gave me, and they have 
received them and have come to know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am 
praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those 
whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11And 
I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I 
am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, 
which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we 
are one.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    
“God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons”   LSB 682 
 

1 God of the prophets, bless the prophets’ sons; 
    Elijah’s mantle o’er Elisha cast. 
Each age its solemn task may claim but once; 
    Make each one nobler, stronger than the last. 
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2 Anoint them prophets, men who are intent 
    To be Your witnesses in word and deed, 
Their hearts aflame, their lips made eloquent, 
    Their eyes awake to ev’ry human need. 

 

3 Anoint them priests, strong intercessors they, 
    For pardon and for love and hope and peace, 
That, through their pleading, guilty sinners may 
    Find Jesus’ mercy and from sin release. 

 

4 Anoint them kings, yes, kingly kings, O Lord. 
    Anoint them with the Spirit of Your Son. 
Theirs not a jeweled crown, a bloodstained sword; 
    Theirs, by sweet love, for Christ a kingdom won. 

 

5 Make them apostles, heralds of Your cross; 
    Forth let them go to tell the world of grace. 
Inspired by You, may they count all but loss 
    And stand at last with joy before Your face. 

Text: Denis Wortman, 1835–1922, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON Rev. Dennis Wenholz  
“A Divine Calling” 

 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             LSB 158 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  
 Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and  
 the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
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     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the        
name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace       
(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE  LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts.                          [Colossians 3:1] 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                  [Psalm 136] 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to 
all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into 
heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
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preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”                                               Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

                       Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST LSB 162 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.    1 Corinthians 11:26 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.                                    Revelation 22:20 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 

             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen.                                  Matthew 6:9-13 

 

PAX DOMINI   John 20:19 LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI   John 1:29  
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Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“The Gifts Christ Freely Gives”   LSB 602 
 

1 The gifts Christ freely gives 
    He gives to you and me 
To be His Church, His bride, 
    His chosen, saved and free! 
Saints blest with these rich gifts 
    Are children who proclaim 
That they were won by Christ 
    And cling to His strong name. 

 

2 The gifts flow from the font 
    Where He calls us His own; 
New life He gives that makes 
    Us His and His alone. 
Here He forgives our sins 
    With water and His Word; 
The triune God Himself 
    Gives pow’r to call Him Lord. 

 

3 The gifts of grace and peace 
    From absolution flow; 
The pastor’s words are Christ’s 
    For us to trust and know. 
Forgiveness that we need 

    Is granted to us there; 
The Lord of mercy sends 
    Us forth in His blest care. 

 

4 The gifts are there each day 
    The holy Word is read; 
God’s children listen, hear, 
    Receive, and they are fed. 
Christ fills them with Himself, 
    Blest words that give them life, 
Restoring and refreshing 
    Them for this world’s strife. 

 

5 The gifts are in the feast, 
    Gifts far more than we see; 
Beneath the bread and wine 
    Is food from Calvary. 
The body and the blood 
    Remove our ev’ry sin; 
We leave His presence in 
    His peace, renewed again. 

 

6 All glory to the One 
    Who lavishes such love; 
The triune God in love 
    Assures our life above. 
His means of grace for us 
    Are gifts He loves to give; 
All thanks and praise for His 
    Great love by which we live! 

Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947 
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 
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“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”   LSB 856 
 

1 O Christ, who called the Twelve 
    To rise and follow You, 
Forsaking old, familiar ways 
    For ventures bold and new: 
Grant us to hear Your call 
    To risk security 
And, bound in heart and will to You, 
    Find perfect liberty. 

 

2 O Christ, who taught the Twelve 
    The truth for ages sealed, 
Whose words and works awakened faith, 
    The ways of God revealed: 
Instruct us now, we pray, 
    By Your empow’ring Word. 
True teacher, be for all who seek 
    Their light, their life, their Lord. 

 

3 O Christ, who led the Twelve 
    Among the desolate 
And broke as bread of life for all 
    Your love compassionate: 
Lead us along the ways 
    Where hope has nearly died 
And help us climb the lonely hills 
    Where love is crucified. 

 

4 O Christ, who sent the Twelve 
    On roads they’d never trod 
To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim 
    The nearer reign of God: 
Send us on ways where faith 

    Transcends timidity, 
Where love informs and hope sustains 
    Both life and ministry. 

 

5 O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, 
    The martyrs’ strength and song, 
The crucified and risen King 
    To whom the saints belong: 
Though generations pass, 
    Our tribute still we bring, 
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, 
    Our lives an offering. 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”   LSB 848 
 

1 Lord, whose love through humble service 
    Bore the weight of human need, 
Who upon the cross, forsaken, 
    Offered mercy’s perfect deed, 
We, Your servants, bring the worship 
    Not of voice alone, but heart, 
Consecrating to Your purpose 
    Ev’ry gift that You impart. 

 

2 Still Your children wander homeless; 
    Still the hungry cry for bread; 
Still the captives long for freedom; 
    Still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As, O Lord, Your deep compassion 
    Healed the sick and freed the soul, 
Use the love Your Spirit kindles 
    Still to save and make us whole. 
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3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
    Till Your love’s revealing light 
In its height and depth and greatness, 
    Dawns upon our quickened sight, 
Making known the needs and burdens 
    Your compassion bids us bear, 
Stirring us to tireless striving, 
    Your abundant life to share. 

 

4 Called by worship to Your service, 
    Forth in Your dear name we go, 
To the child, the youth, the aged, 
    Love in living deeds to show; 
Hope and health, goodwill and comfort, 
    Counsel, aid, and peace we give, 
That Your servants, Lord, in freedom 
    May Your mercy know and live. 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

Stand 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 
A Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN   “Crown Him with Many Crowns”   LSB 525 
 

1 Crown Him with many crowns, 
    The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
    All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
    Of Him who died for thee, 
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And hail Him as thy matchless king 
    Through all eternity. 

 

2 Crown Him the virgin’s Son, 
    The God incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won 
    Which now His brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic rose, 
    Yet of that rose the stem, 
The root whence mercy ever flows, 
    The babe of Bethlehem. 

 

3 Crown Him the Lord of love. 
    Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
    In beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky 
    Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes 
    At mysteries so bright. 

 

4 Crown Him the Lord of life, 
    Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife 
    For those He came to save. 
His glories now we sing, 
    Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring 
    And lives that death may die. 

 

5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 
    Enthroned in worlds above, 
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 
    The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns 
    As thrones before Him fall; 
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 
    For He is king of all. 

Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903     Text: Public domain 

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
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