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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Dennis A. Wenholz                                                      Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter                                                    May 7, 2023 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Peace Handbell Choir 
“A Festive Intrada” – Cynthia Dobrinski 

 

OPENING HYMN    
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”   LSB 633 
 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His piercèd side. 
    Alleluia! 

 

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 
Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast— 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
    Alleluia! 

 

3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 
Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 
Israel’s hosts triumphant go 
Through the wave that drowns the foe. 
    Alleluia! 
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4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 
Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love 
Eat we manna from above. 
    Alleluia! 

 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 

D  8 Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.                              1 John 1:8-9 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen.                                                           [John 20:19-23] 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1 
P Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, 
 his praise in the assembly of the godly! 
C I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up 
 and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
 

P O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 
 and you have healed me. 
C O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 
 you restored me to life from among those who go 

down to the pit. 
 

P Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 
 and give thanks to his holy name. 
C For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a 

lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy 
comes with the morning. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

P Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, 
 his praise in the assembly of the godly! 
 

KYRIE   Mark 10:47 LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST   Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  LSB 156 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
 O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one 

will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded 
and desire what You promise, that among the many 
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true 
joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

FIRST READING Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
 1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing 
in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the 
Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full 
number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we 
should give up preaching the word of God to serve 
tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven 
men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5And what they said 
pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, 
and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, 
and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 
 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the 
number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and 
a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great 
wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some of those 
who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of 
those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with 
Stephen. . . . 
 2And Stephen said: 
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 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 
 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and 
ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so 
do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers 
persecute? And they killed those who announced 
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you 
have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the 
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 
 54Now when they heard these things they were 
enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55But he, full of 
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with 
a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at 
him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And 
the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he 
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his 
knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 146 
P Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
C I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 

P Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom 
there is no salvation. 

C When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 
 on that very day his plans perish. 

 

P Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
 whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
C who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 

them, who keeps faith forever; 
 

P who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food 
to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

C the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up 
those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the 
righteous. 

 

P The LORD watches over the sojourners; 
 he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 
 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
C The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all 

generations. Praise the LORD! 
 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:2–10 
 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, 
that by it you may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have 
tasted that the Lord is good. 
 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men 
but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves 
like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be 
a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do 
not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone,” 
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8and 
“A stone of stumbling, 
 and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do. 
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA   John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 14:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth 

chapter. 

 
 

 1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe 
in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where 
I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am 
going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to 
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you 
would have known my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.” 
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is 
enough for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so 
long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does 
his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will 
also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will 
he do, because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask 
in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    
“I’m But a Stranger Here”   (The Lutheran Hymnal 660) 
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1 I’m but a stranger here, 
      Heav’n is my home; 
 Earth is a desert drear, 
          Heav’n is my home. 
 Danger and sorrow stand 
 Round me on ev’ry hand; 
 Heav’n is my fatherland, 
          Heav’n is my home. 
 

2 What though the tempest rage, 
          Heav’n is my home; 
 Short is my pilgrimage, 
          Heav’n is my home; 
 And time’s wild wintry blast 
 Soon shall be overpast; 
 I shall reach home at last, 
          Heav’n is my home. 
 

3 There at my Savior’s side 
      Heav’n is my home; 
       I shall be glorified, 
          Heav’n is my home. 
       There are the good and blest, 
       Those I love most and best; 
       And there I, too, shall rest, 
           Heav’n is my home. 
 

4 Therefore I murmur not, 
      Heav’n is my home; 
 Whate’er my earthly lot, 
      Heav’n is my home; 
 And I shall surely stand 
 There at my Lord’s right hand; 
 Heav’n is my fatherland, 

      Heav’n is my home. 
 

SERMON Rev. Khai Lee  
“God’s Newborn, Chosen, Priestly People”   1 Peter 2:2-10 

 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             LSB 158 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
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     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  
 Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and  
 the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the        
name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace       
(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE  LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts.                          [Colossians 3:1] 

 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                  [Psalm 136] 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 
are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal 
Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His 
rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. 
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 
with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”                                               Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

                       Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST LSB 162 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.    1 Corinthians 11:26 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.                                    Revelation 22:20 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 

             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen.                                  Matthew 6:9-13 
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PAX DOMINI   John 20:19 LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI   John 1:29  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”   LSB 563 
 

1 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 

2 Bold shall I stand in that great day, 
Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 

Fully absolved through these I am 
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

 

3 Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 
Which at the mercy seat of God 
Pleads for the captives’ liberty, 
Was also shed in love for me. 

 

4 Lord, I believe, were sinners more 
Than sands upon the ocean shore, 
Thou hast for all a ransom paid, 
For all a full atonement made. 

 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 
Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”   LSB 739 
 

1 Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand; 
    I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 
Through the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light. 
    Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 

 

2 When my way grows drear, 
Precious Lord, linger near, 
    When my life is almost gone, 
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Hear my cry, hear my call; 
Hold my hand lest I fall. 
    Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 

 

3 When the darkness appears 
And the night draws near 
    And the day is almost gone, 
At the river I stand; 
Guide my feet, hold my hand, 
    Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 

Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899–1993     Text: © 1938 (renewed) Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., admin. Alfred Music. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

“Christ Be My Leader”   LSB 861 
 

1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 

2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 

3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

Stand 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 
A Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN   “Christ the Eternal Lord”   LSB 829 
 

1 Christ the eternal Lord, 
    Whose promise here we claim, 
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured 
    On all who name Your name; 
With thankfulness and praise 
    We stand before Your throne, 
Intent to serve You all our days 
    And make Your glory known. 

 

2 Christ the unchanging Word 
    To ev’ry passing age, 
Whose timeless teachings still are heard 
    Set forth on Scripture’s page; 
Transform our thought and mind, 
    Enlighten all who read, 
Within Your Word by faith to find 
    The bread of life indeed. 

 

3 Christ the redeeming Son, 
    Who shares our human birth, 
And by His death salvation won 
    For ev’ry child of earth; 
Inspire our hearts, we pray, 
    To tell Your love abroad, 
That all may honor Christ today 
    And follow Him as Lord. 

 

4 Christ the unfading Light 
    Of everlasting day, 
Our Morning Star in splendor bright, 
    The Life, the Truth, the Way; 
That light of truth You give 

    To servants as to friends, 
Your way to walk, Your life to live, 
    Till earth’s brief journey ends. 

 

5 Christ the ascended King 
    Exalted high above, 
Whose praise unending ages sing, 
    Whom yet unseen we love; 
When mortal life is past 
    Your voice from heaven’s throne 
Shall call Your children home at last 
    To know as we are known. 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
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