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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Michael N. Vernava         Rev. Khai N. Lee 
 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost           June 25, 2023 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING THREE  
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Peace Handbell Choir 
“Celebration Fanfare” – Bob Burroughs 

 

OPENING HYMN  “Praise the Almighty”  LSB 797 
 

1 Praise the Almighty, my soul, adore Him! 
    Yes, I will laud Him until death; 
With songs and anthems I come before Him 
    As long as He allows me breath. 
From Him my life and all things came; 
Bless, O my soul, His holy name. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Trust not in rulers; they are but mortal; 
    Earthborn they are and soon decay. 
Vain are their counsels at life’s last portal, 
    When the dark grave engulfs its prey. 
Since mortals can no help afford, 
Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 Blessèd, oh, blessèd are they forever 
    Whose help is from the Lord Most High, 
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Whom from salvation can nothing sever, 
    And who in hope to Christ draw nigh. 
To all who trust in Him, our Lord 
Will aid and counsel now afford. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 Penitent sinners, for mercy crying, 
    Pardon and peace from Him obtain; 
Ever the wants of the poor supplying, 
    Their faithful God He will remain. 
He helps His children in distress, 
The widows and the fatherless. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

D  5 Praise, all you people, the name so holy 
    Of Him who does such wondrous things! 
All that has being, to praise Him solely, 
    With happy heart its amen sings. 
Children of God, with angel host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: Johann Daniel Herrnschmidt, 1675–1723; tr. Alfred E. R. Brauer, 1866–1949, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                            Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                 [Hebrews 10:22] 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth.                Psalm 124:8 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                 Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.                                                        [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 56:3–4, 10–11; antiphon: v. 13 
P For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet 

from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of 
life. 

C When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. 
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P In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be 
afraid. What can flesh do to me? 

C In God, whose word I praise, 
 in the LORD, whose word I praise, 
 

P in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 
 What can man do to me? 
 

GLORIA PATRI                                                              LSB 186 

 

 
 

KYRIE   Mark 10:47 LSB 186 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  LSB 189 
P The Lord be with you.                                             2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
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 O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with 
us, keep us aware of Your daily mercies that we may live 
secure and content in Your eternal love; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 20:7–13 
7O LORD, you have deceived me, 
 and I was deceived; 
you are stronger than I, 
 and you have prevailed. 
I have become a laughingstock all the day; 
 everyone mocks me. 
8For whenever I speak, I cry out, 
 I shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
For the word of the LORD has become for me 
 a reproach and derision all day long. 
9If I say, “I will not mention him, 
 or speak any more in his name,” 
there is in my heart as it were a burning fire 
 shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary with holding it in, 
 and I cannot. 
10For I hear many whispering. 
 Terror is on every side! 
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
 say all my close friends, 
 watching for my fall. 
“Perhaps he will be deceived; 

 then we can overcome him 
 and take our revenge on him.” 
11But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; 
 therefore my persecutors will stumble; 
 they will not overcome me. 
They will be greatly shamed, 
 for they will not succeed. 
Their eternal dishonor 
 will never be forgotten. 
12O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous, 
 who sees the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, 
 for to you have I committed my cause. 
13Sing to the LORD; 
 praise the LORD! 
For he has delivered the life of the needy 
 from the hand of evildoers. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 91 
P He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
 will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
C I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, 
 my God, in whom I trust.” 
 

P For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 
 and from the deadly pestilence. 
C He will cover you with his pinions, 
 and under his wings you will find refuge; 
 his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
 

P You will not fear the terror of the night, 
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 nor the arrow that flies by day, 
C nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
 nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
 

P A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your 
right hand, but it will not come near you. 

C You will only look with your eyes 
 and see the recompense of the wicked. 
 

P Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— 
 the Most High, who is my refuge— 
C no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
 no plague come near your tent. 
 

P For he will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
C On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
 

P You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion 
and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 

C “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; 
 I will protect him, because he knows my name. 
 

P When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with 
him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. 

C With long life I will satisfy him 
 and show him my salvation.” 
 

EPISTLE Romans 6:12–23 
 12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to 
make you obey their passions. 13Do not present your 
members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but 
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 
from death to life, and your members to God as instruments 

for righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, 
since you are not under law but under grace. 
 15What then? Are we to sin because we are not under 
law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that 
if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you 
are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 17But thanks be to God, that you who were 
once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to 
the standard of teaching to which you were 
committed, 18and, having been set free from sin, have 
become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human 
terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you 
once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present 
your members as slaves to righteousness leading to 
sanctification. 
 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard 
to righteousness. 21But what fruit were you getting at that 
time from the things of which you are now ashamed? The 
end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been 
set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit 
you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23For 
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 



6 
 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth 

chapter. 

 
 

 5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . . 
 21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the 
father his child, and children will rise against parents and 
have them put to death, 22and you will be hated by all for my 
name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the 
next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through 
all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
 24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant 
above his master. 25It is enough for the disciple to be like his 
teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called 
the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household. 
 26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that 
will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be 
known. 27What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what 
you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28And do 
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one 
of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30But 
even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31Fear not, 

therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32So 
everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but 
whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my 
Father who is in heaven.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             LSB 158 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  
 Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and  
 the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   
“Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide”   LSB 585 
 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, 
For round us falls the eventide. 
O let Your Word, that saving light, 
Shine forth undimmed into the night. 

 

2 In these last days of great distress 
Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness 
That we keep pure till life is spent 
Your holy Word and Sacrament. 

 

3 To hope grown dim, to hearts turned cold 
Speak tongues of fire and make us bold 
To shine Your Word of saving grace 
Into each dark and loveless place. 

 

4 May glorious truths that we have heard, 
The bright sword of Your mighty Word, 
Spurn Satan that Your Church be strong, 
Bold, unified in act and song. 

 

5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride 
That seeks to thrust Your truth aside 
Or with some man-made thoughts or things 
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings. 

 

6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true; 
Preserve our faith our whole life through— 
Your Word alone our heart’s defense, 
The Church’s glorious confidence. 

Text: tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 1): Philipp Melanchthon, 1497–1560; (st. 1): German version Geistliche Psalmen, 
1611, Nuremberg; (sts. 2–6): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–92 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

SERMON  
“Proclaiming God’s Truth” 

Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding,  
 keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.       Philippians 4:7 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Psalm 51:10-12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Janice Gibson 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH    [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name 
of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation     
and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24;       
Eph. 4:1–3). 
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LORD’S PRAYER   Matthew 6:9-13 LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 

             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR GRACE                               LSB 228 
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, You have safely brought us to the beginning of 
this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, 
neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our 
doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be 
righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS                 LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you.                2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

A Bless we the Lord.                            [Psalm 103:1] 

 
 

BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26 LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord 
lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN    
“Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me”  LSB 683 
 

1 Jesus, Thy boundless love to me 
    No thought can reach, no tongue declare; 
Unite my thankful heart to Thee, 
    And reign without a rival there! 
Thine wholly, Thine alone I am; 
Be Thou alone my constant flame. 

 

2 O grant that nothing in my soul 
    May dwell, but Thy pure love alone; 
Oh, may Thy love possess me whole, 
    My joy, my treasure, and my crown! 
All coldness from my heart remove; 
My ev’ry act, word, thought be love. 

 

3 This love unwearied I pursue 
    And dauntlessly to Thee aspire. 
Oh, may Thy love my hope renew, 
    Burn in my soul like heav’nly fire! 
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And day and night, be all my care 
To guard this sacred treasure there. 

 

4 In suff’ring be Thy love my peace, 
    In weakness be Thy love my pow’r; 
And when the storms of life shall cease, 
    O Jesus, in that final hour, 
Be Thou my rod and staff and guide, 
And draw me safely to Thy side! 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
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