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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Michael N. Vernava         Rev. Khai N. Lee 
 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost            July 16, 2023 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING THREE  
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Peace Handbell Choir 
“Celebration No. 1 in G” – Michael R. Keller 

 

OPENING HYMN  “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”  LSB 904 
 

1 Blessèd Jesus, at Your Word 
    We are gathered all to hear You. 
Let our hearts and souls be stirred 
    Now to seek and love and fear You, 
By Your teachings, sweet and holy, 
Drawn from earth to love You solely. 

 

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
    Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 
Till Your Spirit breaks our night 
    With the beams of truth unclouded. 
You alone to God can win us; 
You must work all good within us. 

 

3 Gracious Savior, good and kind, 
    Light of Light, from God proceeding, 
Open now our heart and mind; 
    Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading. 
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Hear the cry Your Church now raises; 
Hear and bless our prayers and praises. 

 

D  4 Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord, 
    Praise to You and adoration! 
Grant that we may trust Your Word, 
    Confident of our salvation,  
While we here below must wander, 
Till we sing Your praises yonder. 

Text (sts. 1–3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-
Büchlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                            Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                 [Hebrews 10:22] 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth.                Psalm 124:8 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                 Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.                                                        [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 103:15–19; antiphon: v. 8 
P The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
C As for man, his days are like grass; 
 he flourishes like a flower of the field; 
 

P for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 
 and its place knows it no more. 
C But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting 

to everlasting on those who fear him, 
 and his righteousness to children’s children, 
 

P to those who keep his covenant 
 and remember to do his commandments. 
C The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, 
 and his kingdom rules over all. 
 

GLORIA PATRI                                                              LSB 186 
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KYRIE   Mark 10:47 LSB 186 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  LSB 189 
P The Lord be with you.                                             2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
 Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures 

to be written for our learning, grant that we may so 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them 
that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 55:10–13 
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 65 
P Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, 
 and to you shall vows be performed. 
C O you who hears prayer, to you shall all flesh come. 
 

P When iniquities prevail against me, 
 you atone for our transgressions. 

C Blessèd is the one you choose and bring near, 
 to dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied with the 

goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple! 
 

P By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, 
 O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the 

earth and of the farthest seas; 
C the one who by his strength established the 

mountains, being girded with might; 
 

P who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their 
waves, the tumult of the peoples, 

C so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in 
awe at your signs. You make the going out of the 
morning and the evening to shout for joy. 

 

P You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; 
 the river of God is full of water; you provide their grain, 
 for so you have prepared it. 
C You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, 
 softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 
 

P You crown the year with your bounty; 
 your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 
C The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 
 the hills gird themselves with joy, 
 

P the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 
 the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
 they shout and sing together for joy. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 8:12–17 
 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, 
to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the 
flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
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deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

thirteenth chapter. 

 
 

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat 
beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered about him, so 
that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd 
stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in 
parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came 
and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and immediately they 
sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun 

rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good 
soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown 
in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 
the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has 
no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 
immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 
the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 
and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, 
this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

NICENE CREED                                                             LSB 191 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
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     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down  
 from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin  
 Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius  
 Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the  
 Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
 the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is  
 worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
 Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
 sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Thy Strong Word”   LSB 578 
 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 
    At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, 
    While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 
    Dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of Thy salvation, 
    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 
    Bright with Thine own holiness, 
Glorious now, we press toward glory, 
    And our lives our hopes confess. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 
    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 



7 
 

From the cross forever beameth 
    All Thy bright redeeming light. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 

 

D  6 God the Father, light-creator, 
    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

SERMON Pastor Gregory Young 
“Look to Jesus”  Philippians 3:7-9 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding,  
 keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.       Philippians 4:7 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Psalm 51:10-12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH    [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name 
of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation     
and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24;       
Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE  LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you.                                           2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts.                                                 [Colossians 3:1] 

 
 



8 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.            [Psalm 136] 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 

SANCTUS   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   Matthew 6:9-13 LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 

             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”                            Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

                       Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

PAX DOMINI   John 20:19 LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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AGNUS DEI   John 1:29 LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”  LSB 637 
 

1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 
Offered was He for greatest and for least, 
Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 

 

2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 
To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

 

3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 
And take the pledges of salvation here. 
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 
As in this feast of love You bless us now. 

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”  LSB 636 
 

1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
    Come into the daylight’s splendor, 
    There with joy your praises render. 
Bless the One whose grace unbounded 
This amazing banquet founded; 
    He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, 
    Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 

 

2 Hasten as a bride to meet Him, 
And with loving rev’rence greet Him. 
    For with words of life immortal 
    He is knocking at your portal. 
Open wide the gates before Him, 
Saying, as you there adore Him: 
    Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, 
    That I nevermore will leave You. 

 

3 He who craves a precious treasure 
Neither cost nor pain will measure; 
    But the priceless gifts of heaven 
    God to us has freely given. 
Though the wealth of earth were proffered, 
None could buy the gifts here offered: 
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    Christ’s true body, for you riven, 
    And His blood, for you once given. 

 

4 Now in faith I humbly ponder 
Over this surpassing wonder 
    That the bread of life is boundless 
    Though the souls it feeds are countless: 
With the choicest wine of heaven 
Christ’s own blood to us is given. 
    Oh, most glorious consolation, 
    Pledge and seal of my salvation! 

 

5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
    Peace beyond all understanding, 
    Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 
    Worthily let me receive You 
    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
    For our good, Your glory, given. 

 

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 
You once left Your throne in heaven 
    On the cross for me to languish 
    And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
    By this blood redeemed and living, 
    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 
Let me gladly here obey You. 
    By Your love I am invited, 
    Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
    Through the gift of grace You give me 
    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, 
alt.     Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8): Public domain 

 

“O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee”  LSB 632 
 

1 O Jesus, blessèd Lord, to Thee 
My heartfelt thanks forever be, 
Who hast so lovingly bestowed 
On me Thy body and Thy blood. 

 

2 Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: 
What wealth is come to me this day! 
My Savior dwells within my heart: 
How blessed am I! How good Thou art! 

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928     Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS   Luke 2:29-32 LSB 199 
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THANKSGIVING   Psalm 107:1 LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

A Let us pray. 
 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of 
Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day 

of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, 
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom 
which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS                 LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you.                2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

A Bless we the Lord.                            [Psalm 103:1] 

 
 

BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26 LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord 
lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN    
“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”  LSB 577 
 

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast 
    Like seed into the ground; 
Now let the dew of heav’n descend 
    And righteous fruits abound. 
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2 Let not the sly satanic foe 
    This holy seed remove, 
But give it root in ev’ry heart 
    To bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares 
    The rising plant destroy, 
But let it yield a hundredfold 
    The fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 
    Life-giving grace bestow 
That all whose souls the truth receive 
    Its saving pow’r may know. 

Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
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