(COME TO ME,

all who labor
and are heavy laden,

and I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:28, ESV .
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The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for
service to God and to each other.

CREATIVE WORSHIP

As We Gather: Calling A Faithful Pastor

O Gracious Father, You led Your holy apostles to ordain
ministers for the proclamation of Your Word and the Faithful
administration of the Sacraments of Christ. Grant to this
congregation the guidance of the Holy Spirit to choose a
suitable pastor according to Your will for the blessing of Your
Church in this place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

PRELUDE Organist

OPENING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” LSB 803

1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee,

God of glory, Lord of love!

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,
Praising Thee, their sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
Drive the gloom of doubt away.

Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.

2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,



Center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

A 3 Thou art giving and forgiving,

Ever blessing, ever blest,

Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Fountainhead of love divine:

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!
Joyful, we by grace are Thine!

INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P With the apostle Paul today we admit, “l do not
understand my own actions.

C Forldo not do what | want, but | do the very thing |
hate.”

P At the invitation of God our Savior, let us bring our
weariness and burdens to Him, that His forgiveness may
rescue us and restore to us the joy of His salvation.

C For if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C

C

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean and cannot free ourselves. Even
though we rejoice at the joy of Christmas, daily our
sins of thought, word, and deed cause us grief. We
have forgotten You even when we needed You the
most. Our love for our neighbors has faded. For the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, we come at His
invitation seeking the true rest of the forgiveness of
our sins. Amen.

“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest.” Upon this, your confession, | by
virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of
the Word announce the grace of God to you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

KYRIE

L
C

L

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation. Let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.

COLLECT

P Letus pray.
Gracious God, as the holy angels called the world to
rejoice when You first sent Your only-begotten Son to
be born of the Virgin Mary, so help us to rejoice today in
the comfort of the deliverance He brought when He
gave His life to the world on the cross; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT Zechariah 9:9-12
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
191 will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
H1As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with
you,
| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

L Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 7:14-25a

14We know that the law is spiritual, but | am of the
flesh, sold under sin. **I do not understand my own actions.
For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing |
hate. ®*Now if | do what | do not want, | agree with the law,
that it is good. Y’So now it is no longer | who do it, but sin
that dwells within me. *¥For | know that nothing good dwells
in me, that is, in my flesh. For | have the desire to do what is
right, but not the ability to carry it out. **For | do not do the
good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | keep on
doing. ®°Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer | who
do it, but sin that dwells within me.

21So | find it to be a law that when | want to do right,
evil lies close at hand. 2%For | delight in the law of God, in my
inner being, 22but | see in my members another law waging
war against the law of my mind and making me captive to
the law of sin that dwells in my members. 2*Wretched man
that | am! Who will deliver me from this body of
death? »Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

L Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:1-14
P 1 will extol you, my God and King,

and bless your name forever and ever.
C Everyday | will bless you

and praise your name forever and ever.

P Greatis the LORD, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.



C One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.

P On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, | will meditate.

C They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and | will declare your greatness.

P They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant
goodness and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.
C The Lorb is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

P The LorD is good to all,
and his mercy is over all that he has made.

C All your works shall give thanks to you, O LoRbD,
and all your saints shall bless you!

P They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
and tell of your power,

C to make known to the children of man your mighty
deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

P Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your
dominion endures throughout all generations. The LORD
is faithful in all his words and kind in all his works.

C The Lorb upholds all who are falling
and raises up all who are bowed down.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:25-30

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh
chapter.

C Gloryto You, O Lord.

25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things

from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little
children; %®yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 2’All
things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no
one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses
to reveal him. 2Come to me, all who labor and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest. **Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. 3°For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

MESSAGE HYMN “Come unto Me, Ye Weary” LSB 684

1 “Come unto Me, ye weary,
And I will give you rest.”
O blesséd voice of Jesus,
Which comes to hearts oppressed!
It tells of benediction,
Of pardon, grace, and peace,
Of joy that hath no ending,
Of love that cannot cease.

2 “Come unto Me, ye wand’rers,

And | will give you light.”

O loving voice of Jesus,
Which comes to cheer the night!

Our hearts were filled with sadness,
And we had lost our way;

But Thou hast brought us gladness
And songs at break of day.



3 “Come unto Me, ye fainting,

And | will give you life.”

O cheering voice of Jesus,
Which comes to aid our strife!

The foe is stern and eager,
The fight is fierce and long;

But Thou hast made us mighty
And stronger than the strong.

4 “And whosoever cometh,
| will not cast him out.”
O patient love of Jesus,
Which drives away our doubt,
Which, though we be unworthy
Of love so great and free,
Invites us very sinners
To come, dear Lord, to Thee!
MESSAGE
“The Yoke of Refreshment and Rest”
St. Matthew 11:25-30

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I|believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

LSB 158

and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and
the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I« everlasting. Amen.

OFFERTORY
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” LSB 805

A1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’'nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Amen.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name
of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation

and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24;
Eph. 4:1-3).

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN “Praise to You and Adoration” LSB 692

1 Praise to You and adoration,

Blessed Jesus, Son of God,

Who, to serve Your own creation,
Came to share our flesh and blood.

Guide me that | never may

From Your fold or pastures stray,
But with zeal and joy exceeding
Follow where Your steps are leading.

2 Hold me ever in Your keeping;

Comfort me in pain and strife.

In my laughter and my weeping
Be with me throughout my life.

Give me greater love for You,

And my faith and hope renew
In Your birth, Your life, and passion,
In Your death and resurrection.

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; (st. 1): tr. Kristen Kvamme, 1866-1938, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Christian Worship, 1993
Text: Public domain

CLOSING PRAYER (COLLECT FOR PEACE)

P 0O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that

we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His

face shine on you and be gracious to you. The LORD
look upon you with favor and give *I you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
“Go, My Children, with My Blessing” LSB 922

1 Go, My children, with My blessing,

Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, | am with you;
You are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river
| have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing—
You are My own.

Go, My children, sins forgiven,
At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much | love you,
What | can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story;
Here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My children, sins forgiven,
At peace and pure.



3 Go, My children, fed and nourished,
Closer to Me;
Grow in love and love by serving,
Joyful and free.
Here My Spirit’s power filled you;
Here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished,
Joyful and free.

4 | the Lord will bless and keep you
And give you peace;
| the Lord will smile upon you
And give you peace:
| the Lord will be your Father,
Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; | will keep you
And give you peace.

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE Organist



