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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Michael N. Vernava                                                     Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost                  October 1, 2023 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Peace Handbell Choir 
“Faith” – Lynn Hollander 

 

OPENING HYMN    
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”   LSB 549 
 

1 All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 
    Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

2 Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, 
    Who from His altar call; 
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

3 Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 
    Ye ransomed from the fall, 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
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    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

4 Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, 
    Whom David Lord did call, 
The God incarnate, man divine, 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
The God incarnate, man divine, 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 
    The wormwood and the gall, 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 
    On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 
    We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

Text (sts. 1–5): Edward Perronet, 1726–92, alt.; (sts. 6–7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.                              1 John 1:8-9 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen.                                                           [John 20:19-23] 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
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C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 
P The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 
C Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our 

God; for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
 

P The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
 he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
C He heals the brokenhearted 
 and binds up their wounds. 
 

P He determines the number of the stars; 
 he gives to all of them their names. 
C Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

P The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 
 

KYRIE   Mark 10:47 LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST   Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  LSB 156 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all 

honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into 
all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you 
mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth 
are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this 
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all 
souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of 
the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 
 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear 
now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways 
that are not just? 26When a righteous person turns away 
from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; 
for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when 
a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has 
committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his 
life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he 
shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the 
Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it 
not your ways that are not just? 
 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every 
one according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent 
and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your 
ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 
have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a 
new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have 



5 
 

no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; 
so turn, and live.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 25:1–10 
P To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
C O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 
 let not my enemies exult over me. 
 

P Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
C Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
 teach me your paths. 
 

P Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the 
God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long. 

C Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast 
love, for they have been from of old. 

 

P Remember not the sins of my youth or my 
transgressions; according to your steadfast love 
remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

C Good and upright is the LORD; 
 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
 

P He leads the humble in what is right, 
 and teaches the humble his way. 
C All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and 

faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his 
testimonies. 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 2:1–18 
 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort 
from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and 
sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 5Have this mind among yourselves, which 
is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 
is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 
 12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, 
so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13for it is God who works in you, both to will and 
to work for his good pleasure. 
 14Do all things without grumbling or 
questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked 
and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in 
the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day 
of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in 
vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon 
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the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with 
you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with 
me. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA   John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23–32 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-

first chapter. 

 
 

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people came up to him as he was 
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered 
them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the 
answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From 
heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 
us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From 
man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John 

was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 
 28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he 
went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ 29And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he 
changed his mind and went. 30And he went to the other son 
and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not 
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God 
before you. 32For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when 
you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and 
believe him.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    
“Salvation unto Us Has Come”   LSB 555 (v. 1, 3, 5, 7, 10) 
 

1 Salvation unto us has come 
    By God’s free grace and favor; 
Good works cannot avert our doom, 
    They help and save us never. 
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 
Who did for all the world atone; 
    He is our one Redeemer. 
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3 It was a false, misleading dream 
    That God His Law had given 
That sinners could themselves redeem 
    And by their works gain heaven. 
The Law is but a mirror bright 
To bring the inbred sin to light 
    That lurks within our nature. 

 

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 
    Or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 
    Our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the Law obeyed 
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 
    Which over us impended. 

 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 
    Your Word cannot be broken; 
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 
    No falsehood have You spoken. 
Baptized into Your precious name, 
My faith cannot be put to shame, 
    And I shall never perish. 

 

D  10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 
    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 
The God who saved us by His grace; 
    All glory to His merit. 
O triune God in heav’n above, 
You have revealed Your saving love; 
    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON  
“I'll Tell You If You Tell Me” 

St. Matthew 21:23-27 (28-32) 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NICENE CREED                                                             LSB 191 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
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     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down  
 from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin  
 Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius  
 Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the  
 Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
 the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is  
 worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
 Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
 sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the        
name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace       
(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE  LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts.                          [Colossians 3:1] 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                  [Psalm 136] 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
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and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 

SANCTUS   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”                                               Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

                       Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST LSB 162 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.    1 Corinthians 11:26 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.                                    Revelation 22:20 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 

             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen.                                  Matthew 6:9-13 

 

PAX DOMINI   John 20:19 LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI   John 1:29  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Come, Risen Lord, and Deign to Be Our Guest” (Tune: LSB 637) 
 

1 Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest; 
Nay, let us be Thy guests; the feast is Thine. 
Thyself at Thine own board make manifest 
In Thine own sacrament of bread and wine. 

 

2 We meet, as in that Upper Room they met. 
Thou at the table, blessing, yet dost stand. 
“This is My Body”; so Thou givest yet; 
Faith still receives the cup as from Thy hand. 

 

3 One body we, one body who partake, 
One Church united in communion blessed, 
One name we bear, one bread of life we break, 
With all Thy saints on earth and saints at rest. 

 

4 One with each other, Lord, for one in Thee, 
Who art one Savior and one living head. 
Then open Thou our eyes, that we may see; 
Be known to us in breaking of the bread. 

 

“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”   LSB 623 
 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray 
That we may feast on You today; 
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Beneath these forms of bread and wine 
Enrich us with Your grace divine. 

 

2 Give us, who share this wondrous food, 
Your body broken and Your blood, 
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, 
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n. 

 

3 By faith Your Word has made us bold 
To seize the gift of love retold; 
All that You are we here receive, 
And all we are to You we give. 

 

4 One bread, one cup, one body, we, 
Rejoicing in our unity, 
Proclaim Your love until You come 
To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 

 

5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: 
O keep us steadfast till that day 
When each will be Your welcomed guest 
In heaven’s high and holy feast. 

Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

“O Living Bread from Heaven”   LSB 642 
 

1 O living Bread from heaven, 
    How well You feed your guest! 
The gifts that You have given 
    Have filled my heart with rest. 
Oh, wondrous food of blessing, 
    Oh, cup that heals our woes! 
My heart, this gift possessing, 
    With praises overflows. 

 

2 My Lord, You here have led me 
    To this most holy place 
And with Yourself have fed me 
    The treasures of Your grace; 
For You have freely given 
    What earth could never buy, 
The bread of life from heaven, 
    That now I shall not die. 

 

3 You gave me all I wanted; 
    This food can death destroy. 
And You have freely granted 
    The cup of endless joy. 
My Lord, I do not merit 
    The favor You have shown, 
And all my soul and spirit 
    Bow down before Your throne. 

 

4 Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened 
    With heav’nly food, while here 
My course on earth is lengthened, 
    To serve with holy fear. 
And when You call my spirit 
    To leave this world below, 
I enter, through Your merit, 
    Where joys unmingled flow. 

Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 
A Let us pray. 
 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of 
Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day 
of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, 
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom 
which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN   “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful”   LSB 554 
 

1 O Jesus, King most wonderful! 
    O Conqueror renowned! 
O Source of peace ineffable, 
    In whom all joys are found: 

 

2 When once You visit darkened hearts, 
    Then truth begins to shine, 
Then earthly vanity departs, 
    Then kindles love divine. 

 

3 O Jesus, light of all below, 
    The fount of life and fire, 
Surpassing all the joys we know, 
    All that we can desire: 

 

4 May ev’ry heart confess Your name, 
    Forever You adore, 
And, seeking You, itself inflame 
    To seek You more and more! 

 

5 Oh, may our tongues forever bless, 
    May we love You alone 
And ever in our lives express 
    The image of Your own! 

Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
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