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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Michael N. Vernava                                                     Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost             September 3, 2023 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Peace Handbell Choir 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

— arr. by Don Michael Dicie 
 

OPENING HYMN   “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord”   LSB 651 
 

1 I love Your kingdom, Lord, 
    The place of Your abode, 
The Church our blest Redeemer saved 
    With His own precious blood. 

 

2 Beyond my highest joy 
    I prize its heav’nly ways, 
Its sweet communion, solemn vows, 
    Its hymns of love and praise. 

 

3 I love Your Church, O God, 
    Your saints in ev’ry land, 
Dear as the apple of Your eye 
    And graven on Your hand. 

 

4 For them my tears shall fall; 
    For them my prayers ascend; 
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For them my cares and toils be giv’n 
    Till toils and cares shall end. 

 

5 Sure as Your truth shall last, 
    To Zion shall be giv’n 
The brightest glories earth can yield 
    And brighter bliss of heav’n. 

Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752–1817, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.                              1 John 1:8-9 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen.                                                           [John 20:19-23] 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

INTROIT Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4 
P Delight yourself in the LORD, 
 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
C Commit your way to the LORD; 
 trust in him, and he will act. 
 

P He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 
 and your justice as the noonday. 
C Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 
 fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, 

over the man who carries out evil devices! 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

P Delight yourself in the LORD, 
 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
 

KYRIE   Mark 10:47 LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST   Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  LSB 156 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Let us pray. 



4 
 

 Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and 
shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage 
to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He 
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 15:15–21 
15O LORD, you know; 
 remember me and visit me, 
 and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 
In your forbearance take me not away; 
 know that for your sake I bear reproach. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
 and your words became to me a joy 
 and the delight of my heart, 
for I am called by your name, 
 O LORD, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of revelers, 
 nor did I rejoice; 
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 
 for you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unceasing, 
 my wound incurable, 
 refusing to be healed? 
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, 
 like waters that fail? 
19Therefore thus says the LORD: 
“If you return, I will restore you, 

 and you shall stand before me. 
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
 you shall be as my mouth. 
They shall turn to you, 
 but you shall not turn to them. 
20And I will make you to this people 
 a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you, 
 but they shall not prevail over you, 
for I am with you 
 to save you and deliver you, 
declares the LORD. 
21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
 and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 26 
P Vindicate me, O LORD, 
 for I have walked in my integrity, 
 and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering. 
C Prove me, O LORD, and try me; 
 test my heart and my mind. 
 

P For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 
 and I walk in your faithfulness. 
C I do not sit with men of falsehood, 
 nor do I consort with hypocrites. 
 

P I hate the assembly of evildoers, 
 and I will not sit with the wicked. 
C I wash my hands in innocence 
 and go around your altar, O LORD, 
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P proclaiming thanksgiving aloud, 
 and telling all your wondrous deeds. 
C O LORD, I love the habitation of your house 
 and the place where your glory dwells. 
 

P Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, 
 nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 
C in whose hands are evil devices, 
 and whose right hands are full of bribes. 
 

P But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity; 
 redeem me, and be gracious to me. 
C My foot stands on level ground; 
 in the great assembly I will bless the LORD. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 12:9–21 
 9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to 
what is good. 10Love one another with brotherly affection. 
Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in 
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to 
the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not 
be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be 
conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to 
do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as 
it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To 
the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will 

heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA   John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

sixteenth chapter. 

 
 

 21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never 
happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are 
not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things 
of man.” 
 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
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whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26For what will 
it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 
life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? 27For the 
Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of 
his Father, and then he will repay each person according to 
what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son 
of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    
“How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”   LSB 853 
 

1 How clear is our vocation, Lord, 
    When once we heed Your call: 
To live according to Your Word 
And daily learn, refreshed, restored, 
    That You are Lord of all 
    And will not let us fall. 

 

2 But if, forgetful, we should find 
    Your yoke is hard to bear; 
If worldly pressures fray the mind, 
And love itself cannot unwind 
    Its tangled skein of care: 
    Our inward life repair. 

 

3 We marvel how Your saints become 
    In hindrances more sure; 
Whose joyful virtues put to shame 

The casual way we wear Your name 
    And by our faults obscure 
    Your pow’r to cleanse and cure. 

 

4 In what You give us, Lord, to do, 
    Together or alone, 
In old routines or ventures new, 
May we not cease to look to You, 
    The cross You hung upon— 
    All You endeavored done. 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

SERMON  
“How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” 

Psalm 90:17 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 LSB 159 
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NICENE CREED                                                             LSB 191 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down  
 from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin  
 Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius  
 Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the  
 Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
 the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is  
 worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
 Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
 sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the        
name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace       
(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE  LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts.                          [Colossians 3:1] 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                  [Psalm 136] 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 

SANCTUS   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”                                               Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

                       Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST LSB 162 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.    1 Corinthians 11:26 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.                                    Revelation 22:20 
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 

             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen.                                  Matthew 6:9-13 

 

PAX DOMINI   John 20:19 LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI   John 1:29  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“What Is This Bread”   LSB 629 
 

1 What is this bread? 
Christ’s body risen from the dead: 
    This bread we break, 
    This life we take, 
Was crushed to pay for our release. 
O taste and see—the Lord is peace. 

 

2 What is this wine? 
The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 
    The cup of grace 
    Brings His embrace 
Of life and love until I sing! 
O taste and see—the Lord is King. 
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3 So who am I, 
That I should live and He should die 
    Under the rod? 
    My God, my God, 
Why have You not forsaken me? 
O taste and see—the Lord is free. 

 

4 Yet is God here? 
Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 
    In mouth and soul 
    He makes us whole— 
Christ, truly present in this meal. 
O taste and see—the Lord is real. 

 

5 Is this for me? 
I am forgiven and set free! 
    I do believe 
    That I receive 
His very body and His blood. 
O taste and see—the Lord is good. 

Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”   LSB 621 
 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
    And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
    For with blessing in His hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
    Comes our homage to demand. 

 

2 King of kings yet born of Mary, 
    As of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
    In the body and the blood, 

He will give to all the faithful 
    His own self for heav’nly food. 

 

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 
    Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As the Light of Light, descending 
    From the realms of endless day, 
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish 
    As the darkness clears away. 

 

4 At His feet the six-winged seraph, 
    Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence 
    As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
“Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”   LSB 634 
 

1 The death of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
We celebrate with one accord; 
It is our comfort in distress, 
Our heart’s sweet joy and happiness. 

 

2 He blotted out with His own blood 
The judgment that against us stood; 
For us He full atonement made, 
And all our debt He fully paid. 

 

3 That this forever true shall be 
He gives a solemn guarantee: 
In this His holy Supper here 
We taste His love so sweet, so near. 
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4 His Word proclaims and we believe 
That in this Supper we receive 
His very body, as He said, 
His very blood for sinners shed. 

 

5 We dare not ask how this can be, 
But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
“Given and shed for all your sins.” 

 

6 They who this word do not believe 
This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find— 
May we this warning keep in mind! 

 

7 But blest is each believing guest 
Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain 
With all who here His grace obtain. 

 

8 Help us sincerely to believe 
That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 

Text (sts. 1–4, 6–8): Haquin Spegel, 1645–1714; (sts. 1–4, 6–8): tr. Olof Olsson, 1841–1900, alt.; (st. 5): composite 
Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 
A Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN   “Lord of All Hopefulness”   LSB 738 
 

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 
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    Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
    Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the 
lathe: 
    Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 
    Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the 
day. 

 

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace: 
    Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
    Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
    Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
    Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

Text: Jan Struther, 1901–53 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
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