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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Michael N. Vernava                                                     Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

First Sunday in Advent                  December 3, 2023 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Peace Handbell Choir 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
– arr. by Martha Lynn Thompson 

 

OPENING HYMN    
“The Advent of Our King”   LSB 331 (v. 1-3, 6) 
 

1 The advent of our King 
    Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing 
    In strains of holy joy. 

 

2 The everlasting Son 
    Incarnate deigns to be, 
Himself a servant’s form puts on 
    To set His servants free. 

 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 
    To meet your lowly King, 
Nor let your faithless heart despise 
    The peace He comes to bring. 
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D  6 All glory to the Son, 
    Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
    Through all eternity. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.                              1 John 1:8-9 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen.                                                           [John 20:19-23] 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

PSALM 80:1–7 
P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like 

a flock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, 
shine forth. 

C Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,  
 stir up your might and come to save us! 
 

P Restore us, O God; let your face shine,  
 that we may be saved! 
C O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with 

your people’s prayers? 
 

P You have fed them with the bread of tears and given 
them tears to drink in full measure. 

C You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, 
 and our enemies laugh among themselves. 
 

P Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE   Mark 10:47 LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  LSB 156 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 

P Let us pray. 
 Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your 

protection we may be rescued from the threatening 
perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 64:1–9 
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 
 and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
 and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 
 you came down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence. 
4From of old no one has heard 
 or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you, 
 who acts for those who wait for him. 
5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 
 those who remember you in your ways. 
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 
 in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be 
saved? 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
 and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted 
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garment. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls upon your name, 
 who rouses himself to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
 and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 
 we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
 we are all the work of your hand. 
9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 
 and remember not iniquity forever. 
 Behold, please look, we are all your people. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every 
way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ was 
confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were 
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

ALLELUIA   John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 13:24–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth 

chapter. 

 
 

 24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the 
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 
glory. 27And then he will send out the angels and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven. 
 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know 
that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 
 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, 
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know 
when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, 
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when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each 
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay 
awake. 35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when 
the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning— 36lest 
he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to 
you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    
“Savior of the Nations, Come”   LSB 332 (v. 1-3, 6, 8) 
 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 
By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 
Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 
Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

D  8 Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; 
(sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (st. 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001     Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. 3, 6): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110000368 

 

SERMON  
“Ready to Meet Our King!” 

I Corinthians 3:1-9 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 LSB 159 
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NICENE CREED                                                             LSB 158 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down  
 from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin  
 Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius  
 Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the  
 Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
 the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is  
 worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
 Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
 sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the        
name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace       
(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE  LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts.                          [Colossians 3:1] 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                  [Psalm 136] 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the 
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”                                               Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

                       Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST LSB 162 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.    1 Corinthians 11:26 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.                                    Revelation 22:20 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 

             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen.                                  Matthew 6:9-13 

 

PAX DOMINI   John 20:19 LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

AGNUS DEI   John 1:29  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”   LSB 637 
 

1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 
Offered was He for greatest and for least, 
Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 

 

2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 
To all believers life eternal yields; 
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

 

3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 
And take the pledges of salvation here. 
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O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 
As in this feast of love You bless us now. 

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

“Baptismal Waters Cover Me”   LSB 616 
 

1 Baptismal waters cover me 
As I approach on bended knee; 
    My Father’s mercy here I plead, 
    For grievous sins of thought and deed. 

 

2 I look to Christ upon the tree, 
His body broken there for me; 
    I lay before Him all my sin, 
    My darkest secrets from within. 

 

3 Lord, may Your wounded hand impart 
Your healing to my broken heart; 
    Your love alone can form in me 
    A heart that serves You joyfully. 

 

4 From Your own mouth comes forth a word; 
Your shepherd speaks, but You are heard; 
    Through him Your hand now stretches out, 
    Forgiving sin, destroying doubt. 

 

5 Baptismal waters cover me; 
Christ’s wounded hand has set me free. 
    Held in my Father’s strong embrace, 
    With joy I praise Him for His grace. 

Text: Kurt E. Reinhardt, 1969 
Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”   LSB 636 (v. 1-4, 6, 8) 
 

1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 

    Come into the daylight’s splendor, 
    There with joy your praises render. 
Bless the One whose grace unbounded 
This amazing banquet founded; 
    He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, 
    Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 

 

2 Hasten as a bride to meet Him, 
And with loving rev’rence greet Him. 
    For with words of life immortal 
    He is knocking at your portal. 
Open wide the gates before Him, 
Saying, as you there adore Him: 
    Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, 
    That I nevermore will leave You. 

 

3 He who craves a precious treasure 
Neither cost nor pain will measure; 
    But the priceless gifts of heaven 
    God to us has freely given. 
Though the wealth of earth were proffered, 
None could buy the gifts here offered: 
    Christ’s true body, for you riven, 
    And His blood, for you once given. 

 

4 Now in faith I humbly ponder 
Over this surpassing wonder 
    That the bread of life is boundless 
    Though the souls it feeds are countless: 
With the choicest wine of heaven 
Christ’s own blood to us is given. 
    Oh, most glorious consolation, 
    Pledge and seal of my salvation! 

 



10 
 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
    For our good, Your glory, given. 

 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 
Let me gladly here obey You. 
    By Your love I am invited, 
    Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
    Through the gift of grace You give me 
    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6, 8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, 
alt.     Text (sts. 1, 4): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6, 8): Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 
A Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN    
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”   LSB 340 
 

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 
Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; 
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Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise 
Your joyful songs of praise. 

 

2 A righteous Helper comes to thee; 
His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings; 
Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
To Christ the Savior raise 
Your grateful hymns of praise. 

 

3 How blest the land, the city blest, 
Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O peaceful hearts and happy homes 
To whom this King in triumph comes! 
The cloudless sun of joy is He 
Who comes to set His people free. 
To God the Spirit raise 
Your happy shouts of praise. 

 

4 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
Make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in 
And new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise 
For word and deed and grace! 

 

5 Redeemer, come and open wide 
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; 

Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 
Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame 
We offer to Thy name. 

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
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