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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Michael N. Vernava                                                     Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany                              January 14, 2024 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

CREATIVE WORSHIP 
 

As We Gather: Calling A Faithful Pastor 
O Gracious Father, You led Your holy apostles to ordain 
ministers for the proclamation of Your Word and the Faithful 
administration of the Sacraments of Christ. Grant to this 
congregation the guidance of the Holy Spirit to choose a 
suitable pastor according to Your will for the blessing of Your 
Church in this place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Peace Handbell Choir 
“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”  

– arr. by Kevin McChesney 
 

OPENING HYMN    
“The People That in Darkness Sat”  LSB 412 
 

1 The people that in darkness sat 
    A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shined on them who long 
    In shades of death have been, 
    In shades of death have been. 

 

2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 
    The gath’ring nations come; 
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They joy as when the reapers bear 
    Their harvest treasures home, 
    Their harvest treasures home. 

 

3 To us a Child of hope is born, 
    To us a Son is giv’n, 
And on His shoulder ever rests 
    All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 
    All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 

 

4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
    The Everlasting Lord, 
The Wonderful, the Counselor, 
    The God by all adored, 
    The God by all adored. 

 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 
    Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
    His reign shall have no end, 
    His reign shall have no end. 

 

D  6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 
    And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
    And Holy Spirit, one, 
    And Holy Spirit, one. 

Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

P As the psalmist declares, the Lord searches us, knows 
us, is ever-present with us, and leads us. He listens to us 
as we speak to Him. We come before Him in confession. 

 

 “The LORD is near to all who call on Him, to all who call 
on Him in truth.” 

C We confess, heavenly Father, that we often choose not 
to call on You in times of need, nor in times of 
thanksgiving. We fail to be near You in our 
opportunities to pray, praise, and give thanks.  

 Forgive us. 
 

P “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 
and you shall glorify Me.” 

C We confess, heavenly Father, that in our days of 
trouble we rely on ourselves and not You. We seek 
deliverance through our own devices and peace 
through the temporary offerings of this world.  

 Forgive us. 
 

P “Seek the LORD while He may be found; call upon Him 
while He is near.” 

C We confess, heavenly Father, we are the ones who are 
lost even though You are near and present in Your 
Word and means of grace. Our sins of thought, word, 
and deed separate us from You. Forgive us. 

 

P Speak, LORD, 
C for Your servant hears. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
P As we speak and call out to the Lord in prayer and 

confession, He calls to us, His people, through His Word 
of truth, mercy, and grace; for He has “saved us and 
called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 
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because of His own purpose and grace, which He gave 
us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.” As a called 
and ordained servant of the Word and in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you 
all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P But now thus says the LORD, He who created you, O 
Jacob, He who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I 
have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
Mine. 

 

 Speak, LORD, 
C for Your servant hears. Amen. 
 

PSALM 139:1–10 
P O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 
C You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
 you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 

P You search out my path and my lying down 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
C Even before a word is on my tongue, 
 behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 
 

P You hem me in, behind and before, 
 and lay your hand upon me. 
C Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
 it is high; I cannot attain it. 
 

P Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
 Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
C If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 
 If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
 

P If I take the wings of the morning 

 and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
C even there your hand shall lead me, 
 and your right hand shall hold me. 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation.  
 Let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of 
the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

COLLECT 
P Let us pray.  
 Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in 

heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of 
Your people and grant us Your peace through all our 
days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
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C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 3:1–20 
 1The young man Samuel was ministering to 
the LORD under Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in 
those days; there was no frequent vision. 
 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 
dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his own 
place. 3The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 
was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of 
God was. 
 4Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I 
am!” 5and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and 
lay down. 
 6And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel 
arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the 
word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
 8And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And 
he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the young 
man. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he 
calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant 
hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 10And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other 
times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your 
servant hears.” 11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I 
am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two ears of 
everyone who hears it will tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill 
against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 
beginning to end. 13And I declare to him that I am about to 

punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, 
because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not 
restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the 
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or 
offering forever.” 
 15Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors 
of the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell the 
vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my 
son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17And Eli said, “What was it 
that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to 
you and more also if you hide anything from me of all that 
he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid 
nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let him do 
what seems good to him.” 
 19And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let 
none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan 
to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet 
of the LORD. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 6:12–20 
 12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are 
helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be 
enslaved by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and 
the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and 
the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but 
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the 
Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 15Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then 
take the members of Christ and make them members of a 
prostitute? Never! 16Or do you not know that he who is 
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joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it 
is written, “The two will become one flesh.” 17But he who is 
joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Flee from 
sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is 
outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins 
against his own body. 19Or do you not know that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God? You are not your own, 20for you were bought with 
a price. So glorify God in your body. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:43–51 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 
Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him 
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there 
is no deceit!” 48Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when 
you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49Nathanael 
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 
King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE HYMN   “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”   LSB 398 
 

1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
    Great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
    His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
    To set the captive free, 
To take away transgression 
    And rule in equity. 

 

2 He comes with rescue speedy 
    To those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy 
    And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
    Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
    Were precious in His sight. 

 

3 He shall come down like showers 
    Upon the fruitful earth; 
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 
    Spring in His path to birth. 
Before Him on the mountains 
    Shall peace, the herald, go; 
And righteousness in fountains 
    From hill to valley flow. 
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4 Kings shall fall down before Him 
    And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore Him, 
    His praise all people sing. 
To Him shall prayer unceasing 
    And daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, 
    A kingdom without end. 

 

5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 
    He on His throne shall rest, 
From age to age more glorious, 
    All blessing and all-blest. 
The tide of time shall never 
    His covenant remove; 
His name shall stand forever— 
    That name to us is Love. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

MESSAGE                                                
“An Epiphany Wedding” 

I Corinthians 6:12-20 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  
 Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and  
 the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY   
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   LSB 805 
 

D  1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711     Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name 
of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation     
and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24;       
Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 
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             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”   LSB 411 
 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 

Refrain 
 In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 
I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 
I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, 
We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 
Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

CLOSING PRAYER  
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that 
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you. The LORD 
look upon you with favor and give T you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN   
“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”   LSB 395 
 

1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
You shine with God’s own truth and light, 
    Aglow with grace and mercy! 
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, 
Our Lord and master, You have won 
    Our hearts to serve You only! 
        Lowly, holy! 
    Great and glorious, 
    All victorious, 
        Rich in blessing! 
Rule and might o’er all possessing! 

 

2 Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine, 
And deep within our hearts now shine; 
    There light a flame undying! 
In Your one body let us be 
As living branches of a tree, 
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    Your life our lives supplying. 
        Now, though daily 
    Earth’s deep sadness 
    May perplex us 
        And distress us, 
Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us. 

 

3 Lord, when You look on us in love, 
At once there falls from God above 
    A ray of purest pleasure. 
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood 
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food. 
    You are our dearest treasure! 
        Let Your mercy 
    Warm and cheer us! 
    O draw near us! 
        For You teach us 
God’s own love through You has reached us. 

 

4 Almighty Father, in Your Son 
You loved us when not yet begun 
    Was this old earth’s foundation! 
Your Son has ransomed us in love 
To live in Him here and above: 
    This is Your great salvation. 
        Alleluia! 
    Christ the living, 
    To us giving 
        Life forever, 
Keeps us Yours and fails us never! 

 

5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 
Our joy be all with music crowned, 
    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
    His love is never ending! 
        Sing out! Ring out! 
    Jubilation! 
    Exultation! 
        Tell the story! 
Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 
The Lord we love is first and last, 
    The end and the beginning! 
He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
Transport us to that happy place 
    Beyond all tears and sinning! 
        Amen! Amen! 
    Come, Lord Jesus! 
    Crown of gladness! 
        We are yearning 
For the day of Your returning! 

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.; Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
 


