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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Michael N. Vernava                                                     Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany     February 4, 2024 
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
through worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for 
service to God and to each other. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 
 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Peace Handbell Choir 
“Westminster Chimes” – Douglas E. Wagner 

 

OPENING HYMN    
“Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old”   LSB 846 
 

1 Your hand, O Lord, in days of old 
    Was strong to heal and save; 
It triumphed over ills and death, 
    O’er darkness and the grave. 
To You they came, the blind, the mute, 
    The palsied and the lame, 
The lepers in their misery, 
    The sick with fevered frame. 

 

2 Your touch then, Lord, brought life and health, 
    Gave speech and strength and sight; 
And youth renewed and frenzy calmed 
    Revealed You, Lord of light. 
And now, O Lord, be near to bless, 
    Almighty as before, 
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In crowded street, by beds of pain, 
    As by Gennes’ret’s shore. 

 

3 O be our great deliv’rer still, 
    The Lord of life and death; 
Restore and quicken, soothe and bless, 
    With Your life-giving breath. 
To hands that work and eyes that see 
    Give wisdom’s healing pow’r 
That whole and sick and weak and strong 
    May praise You evermore. 

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821–91, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.                              1 John 1:8-9 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen.                                                           [John 20:19-23] 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

PSALM 147:1–11 
P Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
C The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
 he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
 

P He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 
C He determines the number of the stars; 
 he gives to all of them their names. 
 

P Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
C The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 
 

P Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 
 make melody to our God on the lyre! 
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C He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain 
for the earth; he makes grass grow on the hills. 

 

P He gives to the beasts their food, 
 and to the young ravens that cry. 
C His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 
 nor his pleasure in the legs of a man, 
 

P but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE   Mark 10:47 LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST   Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  LSB 156 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
 O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the 

true faith that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly 
grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 40:21–31 
21Do you not know? Do you not hear? 
 Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
 Have you not understood from the foundations of 
the earth? 
22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
 and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
 and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 
23who brings princes to nothing, 
 and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 
24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
 scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows on them, and they wither, 
 and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
25To whom then will you compare me, 
 that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 
26Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
 who created these? 
He who brings out their host by number, 
 calling them all by name, 
by the greatness of his might, 
 and because he is strong in power 
 not one is missing. 
27Why do you say, O Jacob, 
 and speak, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, 
 and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 
 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
 his understanding is unsearchable. 
29He gives power to the faint, 
 and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
30Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
 and young men shall fall exhausted; 
31but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
 they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
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they shall run and not be weary; 
 they shall walk and not faint. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 9:16–27 
 16If I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for 
boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not 
preach the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a 
reward, but not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a 
stewardship. 18What then is my reward? That in my 
preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not 
to make full use of my right in the gospel. 
 19For though I am free from all, I have made myself a 
servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20To the Jews I 
became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the 
law I became as one under the law (though not being myself 
under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21To 
those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not 
being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that 
I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became 
weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to 
all people, that by all means I might save some. 23I do it all 
for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its 
blessings. 
 24Do you not know that in a race all the runners 
compete, but only one receives the prize? So run that you 
may obtain it. 25Every athlete exercises self-control in all 
things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an 
imperishable. 26So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one 
beating the air. 27But I discipline my body and keep it under 

control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be 
disqualified. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA   John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:29–39 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

 
 

 29Immediately [Jesus] left the synagogue and entered 
the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now 
Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately 
they told him about her. 31And he came and took her by the 
hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began 
to serve them. 
 32That evening at sundown they brought to him all 
who were sick or oppressed by demons. 33And the whole city 
was gathered together at the door. 34And he healed many 
who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many 
demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, 
because they knew him. 
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 35And rising very early in the morning, while it was still 
dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and 
there he prayed. 36And Simon and those who were with him 
searched for him, 37and they found him and said to him, 
“Everyone is looking for you.” 38And he said to them, “Let us 
go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for 
that is why I came out.” 39And he went throughout all Galilee, 
preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    
“O Son of God, in Galilee”   LSB 841 (Tune: LSB 526) 
 

1 O Son of God, in Galilee 
    You made the deaf to hear, 
The mute to speak, the blind to see; 
    O blessèd Lord, be near. 

 

2 O listen to the silent prayer 
    Of Your afflicted ones. 
O bid them cast on You their care; 
    Your grace to them make known. 

 

3 The speechless tongue, the lifeless ear 
    You can restore, O Lord; 
Your “Ephphatha,” O Savior dear, 
    Can instant help afford. 

 

4 Meanwhile to them the list’ning ear 
    Of steadfast faith impart, 

And let Your Word bring light and cheer 
    To ev’ry troubled heart. 

 

5 Then in Your promised happy land 
    Each loss will prove a gain; 
All myst’ries we shall understand, 
    For You will make them plain. 

Text: Anna B. D. Hoppe, 1889–1941, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

SERMON  
“The Necessity of Preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ” 

I Corinthians 9:16-27 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 LSB 159 
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NICENE CREED                                                             LSB 191 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down  
 from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin  
 Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius  
 Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the  
 Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
 the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is  
 worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
 Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
 sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the        
name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace       
(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE  LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you.               2 Timothy 4:22 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts.                          [Colossians 3:1] 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                  [Psalm 136] 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the 
foundation of the world You have made known to the 
nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested 
the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 

SANCTUS   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”                                               Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

                       Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST LSB 162 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.    1 Corinthians 11:26 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.                                    Revelation 22:20 
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 

             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory 
      forever and ever. Amen.                                  Matthew 6:9-13 

 

PAX DOMINI   John 20:19 LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI   John 1:29  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Come, Join in Cana’s Feast”   LSB 408 (v. 1-4) 
 

1 Come, join in Cana’s feast 
    Where Christ is honored guest. 
He welcomes all who come to taste 
    The wine His hands have blessed. 

 

2 The old wine now is gone 
    From jars that stand apart. 
No longer can it satisfy 
    The yearning, thirsting heart. 

 

3 But Christ, the Word made flesh, 
    Bids water turn to wine. 
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He fills our empty cups again 
    With grace and truth divine. 

 

4 Come, friends, and share the feast; 
    Here drink the wine supplied 
By Him who is both guest and host— 
    For us, the crucified. 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Text: © 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

“Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”   LSB 619 
 

1 Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, 
    Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 
These are my life and strength forever, 
    By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain 

 

Refrain 
 Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 
 

2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united; 
    I live in Thee and Thou in me. 
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted 
    It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain 

 

3 Who can condemn me now? For surely 
    The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 
No hell I fear, and thus securely 
    With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain 

 

4 Though death may threaten with disaster, 
    It cannot rob me of my cheer; 
For He who is of death the master 
    With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain 

 

5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling, 
    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, Thy praises telling, 
    Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

“The Infant Priest Was Holy Born”   LSB 624 (Tune: LSB 616) 
 

1 The infant Priest was holy born 
For us unholy and forlorn; 
From fleshly temple forth came He, 
Anointed from eternity. 

 

2 This great High Priest in human flesh 
Was icon of God’s righteousness. 
His hallowed touch brought sanctity; 
His hand removed impurity. 

 

3 The holy Lamb undaunted came 
To God’s own altar lit with flame; 
While weeping angels hid their eyes, 
This Priest became a sacrifice. 

 

4 But death would not the victor be 
Of Him who hung upon the tree. 
He leads us to the Holy Place 
Within the veil, before God’s face. 

 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 
As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
The bread of immortality. 

 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 
A priestly food and priestly meat; 
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On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
His quenching blood that life restores. 

 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 
Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970     Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000368 

 

Stand 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 
A Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children 
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 

BENEDICTION   Numbers 6:24-26  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN    
“My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker”   LSB 820 
 

1 My soul, now praise your Maker! 
    Let all within me bless His name 
Who makes you full partaker 
    Of mercies more than you dare claim. 
Forget Him not whose meekness 
    Still bears with all your sin, 
Who heals your ev’ry weakness, 
    Renews your life within; 
Whose grace and care are endless 
    And saved you through the past; 
Who leaves no suff’rer friendless 
    But rights the wronged at last. 

 

2 He offers all His treasure 
    Of justice, truth, and righteousness, 
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His love beyond all measure, 
    His yearning pity o’er distress; 
Nor treats us as we merit 
    But sets His anger by. 
The poor and contrite spirit 
    Finds His compassion nigh; 
And high as heav’n above us, 
    As dawn from close of day, 
So far, since He has loved us, 
    He puts our sins away. 

 

3 For as a tender father 
    Has pity on his children here, 
God in His arms will gather 
    All who are His in childlike fear. 
He knows how frail our powers, 
    Who but from dust are made. 
We flourish like the flowers, 
    And even so we fade; 
The wind but through them passes, 
    And all their bloom is o’er. 
We wither like the grasses; 
    Our place knows us no more. 

 

4 His grace remains forever, 
    And children’s children yet shall prove 
That God forsakes them never 
    Who in true fear shall seek His love. 
In heav’n is fixed His dwelling, 
    His rule is over all; 
O hosts with might excelling, 
    With praise before Him fall. 
Praise Him forever reigning, 

    All you who hear His Word— 
Our life and all sustaining. 
    My soul, O praise the Lord! 

Text: Johann Gramann, 1487–1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.     Text: Public domain 

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE    Organist 
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