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CHRISTMAS EVE GREETINGS 
 
What a wonderful and blessed event we celebrate this evening: the 
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  Here we are gathered in 
God’s holy house to hear from His own Word the Old Testament 
promises of the Savior and the New Testament fulfillment of those 
promises.  Christ the Savior is born! 
 
In response to these wonderful promises and their fulfillment in the 
Christ Child, we sing both ancient and modern hymns which have 
put into rhyme and music the wonderful realities of Christ’s 
Nativity.  
 
The hymns and carols we sing this evening are more than mere 
tradition and much more than nostalgia.  We sing not because it 
makes us feel good, but because it is good, right and salutary that 
we should at all times and in all places give thanks to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
With our carols we praise our God, and at the same time we recall 
to our minds the one thing needful: our salvation in Jesus Christ, 
Who is also called Immanuel — God with us.  With our hymns we 
speak also to one another and to the world of the wonders of God’s 
great love for us in Christ. 
 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
 

The ringing of bells signifies the beginning of Service 
 

(Please rise, AFTER the bells) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP – HANDBELL CHOIR 
“Three French Carols” – Brian Tervo  

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – LSB 

357 (vv. 1, 4, 7) 
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1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 
Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
 

 
THE INVOCATION 

P  In the Name of the Father, and of the ✠ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

THE CHRISTMAS EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 
 
P Beloved in Christ, at this Christmastide let it be our care and 

delight to hear again the message of the angels and in heart and 
mind to go even to Bethlehem and see this thing which has 
come to pass and the Babe lying in a manger. Therefore, let us 
read and mark in Holy Scripture the history of the loving 
purpose of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the 
glorious redemption brought us by this holy Child. 

 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace 
on earth and goodwill among all His people; for unity and 

brotherhood within the Church He came to build, and 
especially in this city of Fresno. 
 

And let us remember, in His Name, the poor and helpless, the 
cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and them that 
mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and the little 
children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who by sin 
have grieved His heart of love. 
 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with 
us, but upon another shore, and in a greater light, that 
multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the 
Word made flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are 
forever one. 
 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne 
of Heaven, in the words which Christ Himself has taught us: 

 

C Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P May the Almighty God bless us with His grace; Christ give us 
the joys of everlasting life, and unto the fellowship of the citizens 
above may the King of Angels bring us all. 

C Amen. 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 

THE FIRST LESSON – GENESIS 3:8-19 
(The promised seed shall bruise the serpent) 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 

 
CAROL – Savior of the Nations, Come – LSB 332 

 
1 Savior of the nations, come, 



2 
 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 
3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

 
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, 

His heroic course began. 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 
Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 
 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 
Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 
 

8 Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

 
 

THE SECOND LESSON – GENESIS 22:15-18 
(The Lord’s gracious promise to Abraham) 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL – O Come, All Ye Faithful – LSB 379 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 

2 Highest, most holy, 
Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 
 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
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THE THIRD LESSON – ISAIAH 9:2, 6–7 
(To us a child is born) 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing – LSB 380 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the_angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 

 
Refrain  

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the_incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

 
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. Refrain 
 

THE FOURTH LESSON – ISAIAH 62:10-12 
(Behold, your salvation comes) 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL – Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming – LSB 359 
 

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming 
As prophets long have sung, 

It came, a flow’ret bright, 
Amid the cold of winter, 

When half-spent was the night. 
 

2 Isaiah ’twas foretold it, 
The rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 
She bore to us a Savior, 

When half-spent was the night. 
 

3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness ev’rywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 

From sin and death He saves us 
And lightens ev’ry load. 

 
4 O Savior, child of Mary, 

Who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, King of glory, 

Who dost our weakness know: 
Bring us at length we pray 

To the bright courts of heaven, 
And to the endless day. 
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THE FIFTH LESSON – ST. LUKE 1:26-38 
(Gabriel announces the incarnation to Virgin Mary) 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL – The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came – LSB 356 
 

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 

“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady.” 

Gloria! 
 

2 “For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee; 

Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored lady.” 

Gloria! 
 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 

“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 
Most highly favored lady, 

Gloria! 
 

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
“Most highly favored lady.” 

Gloria! 
 

THE SIXTH LESSON – ST. LUKE 2:1-16 
(Jesus’ birth, the shepherds, the angels) 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

CAROL – Angels We Have Heard on High – LSB 368 
                        

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 

Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 
 

Refrain 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 

 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 
  

YOUTH CHOIR  
“What Child is This” 

 
THE SEVENTH LESSON – ST. MATTHEW 2:1-12 

(The visit of the wise men) 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 

 
CAROL – Infant Holy, Infant Lowly – LSB 393 

 
1 Infant holy, 

Infant lowly, 
For His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, 
Little knowing 

Christ the child is Lord of all. 
Swiftly winging, 
Angels singing, 
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Bells are ringing, 
Tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 
2 Flocks were sleeping, 

Shepherds keeping 
Vigil till the morning new 

Saw the glory, 
Heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, 

Free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing, 

Greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! 
Christ the child was born for you! 

 
HANDBELL CHOIR 

“Kling, Glöckchen” – arr. by Kristine Johanek 
 

THE EIGHTH LESSON – 1 JOHN 4:7-16 
(Let us love one another) 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
CAROL – Once in Royal David’s City – LSB 376 

 
1 Once in royal David’s city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
2 He came down to earth from heaven, 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly 
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 
3 For He is our childhood’s pattern, 

Day by day like us He grew; 
He was little, weak, and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feels for all our sadness, 

And He shares in all our gladness. 
 

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
Through His own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle 

Is our Lord in heav’n above; 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 

 
5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

With the oxen standing by 
Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 
All in white, His praise will sound! 

 
 

THE NINTH LESSON – ST. JOHN 1:1-14 [English/Hmong] 
(The Word became flesh and dwells among us) 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
THE CHRISTMAS MEDITATION 
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

The lighting of the candles and dimming of the church lights are 
at this time. Please keep the lit candle upright as only 
the unlit candle should be tilted to be lit. 
 

CAROL – Silent Night, Holy Night – LSB 363 
 

The soloist will sing the German verse first; everyone is then invited to also 
sing the first verse in German, with guitar accompaniment. Then we will 
sing all three English verses. 
 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht, 
Alles schläft; einsam wacht 

Nur das traute hochheilige Paar. 
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! 
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! 

 
Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

COLLECT AND BLESSING 
 

(Please rise.) 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
 O God, Who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the 

birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we 
joyfully receive Him for our Redeemer, so we may with sure 
confidence behold Him, when He shall come to be our Judge; 
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end. 

C Amen. 
 

P The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, ✠ the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN – Joy to the World – LSB 387 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
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Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 

(Please extinguish candles following the hymn) 
*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 

THOSE SERVING WITH MUSIC TONIGHT 
 

Organist/Guitarist: David Slonski 
Music Coordinator: Jane Parsons 
Handbell Choir: Kerry Williams, Kori Hanson, 

Nancy Jane Mazi, Elaine Gerhardt, Jan Turpin, 
Margaret Hight, Jane Parsons, Laura Shaghoian 

Youth Choir: Janett Lee, Director 


