PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726
Rev. Clinton S. Hoff Rev. Khai N. Lee

Third Sunday in Advent December 14, 2025
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Receiving the gift of the Lord’s Supper is to receive the holy, crucified,
resurrected, and ascended Body and Blood of Jesus Christ in, with, and under
bread and wine. Therefore, to receive the Lord’s Supper is a confession that all
who receive it in one place are united in holding to all of the doctrines of God’s
Word (see 1 Cor. 10:17; 11:26). Therefore, those who do not currently adhere
to the doctrinal commitment of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod through
the rite of confirmation are requested to attend the Adult Instruction Class for

membership before communing at Peace Lutheran Church.

DIVINE SERVICE - SETTING ONE
PRELUDE Organist

CALL TO WORSHIP Peace Handbell Choir
“Ode to Joy” — Beethoven/Callahan

OPENING HYMN
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry" LSB 344

RECEPTION OF JANET HUNT BY TRANSFER

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
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INTROIT Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8, antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again [ will | say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord | is at hand.

LORD, you were favorable | to your land;*
you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.

You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
you covered | all their sin.

Will you not revive | us again,*
that your people may re- | joice in you?

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not

turn back to | folly.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning, *
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again [ will | say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord | is at hand.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P} Letus pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
Lord, have mer - cy. darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise A -  men.
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let us pray to the Lord. OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 40:1-8

'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
“Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
- | that she has received from the LORD’s hand
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Lord, have mer - cy.

ol -_— 3 double for all her sins.
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;

o) — N . mabke straight in the desert a highway for our God.
6> JJe o) o *Every valley shall be lifred up,
) — and every mountain and hill be made low;
A - men.

the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.

°And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed
SALUTATION ’
) | and all flesh shall see it together,
i e o , oo | for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
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(P) The Lord be with you. °A voice says, “Cry!

And I said, “What shall I cry?”
I E S e S e E ST All flesh is grass,
t%ﬁiwﬁ:ﬂ and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
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And al - so with you. "The grass withers, the flower fades

when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.




The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 80:1-2
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You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.*
Stir up your might and come to | save us!

Give ear, O Shepherd of | Israel,*

you who lead Joseph | like a flock!

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 4:1-5

'This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
trustworthy. *But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by
you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. ‘I am not
aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord
who judges me. *Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time,
before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in
darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will
receive his commendation from God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-10
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.

Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

“When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by
his disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we
look for another?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: *the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have
good news preached to them. °And blessed is the one who is not offended by
me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see! A reed shaken by the wind?
SWhat then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold,
those who wear soft clothing are in kings” houses. “What then did you go out
to see! A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. "°This is he of
whom it is written,

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
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who will prepare your way before you.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

Sit



HYMN OF THE DAY "The Advent of Our King" LSB 331
SERMON
Stand

NICENE CREED
1 believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3).

OFFERTORY LSB 159
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE LSB 160
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(Pl The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
POWER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and
His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST



(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
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(P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Hark the Glad Sound” LSB 349
“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” LSB 356
“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LSB 352
Stand
THANK THE LORD LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
o) | | L —
[ A [ I » [ [ ! | [ [ I N |
[ANIV [ [ I I [ [ I I | i j éj I
PY) o I \ ‘ — ] \ —°
with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

BENEDICTION LSB 166
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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men.

CLOSING HYMN "Once He Came in Blessing" LSB 333

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE Organist
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