
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Clinton S. Hoff                                             Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

Fourth Sunday in Advent                                  December 21, 2025                                                     
 

Receiving the gift of the Lord’s Supper is to receive the holy, crucified, resurrected, and 
ascended Body and Blood of Jesus Christ in, with, and under bread and wine. 

Therefore, to receive the Lord’s Supper is a confession that all who receive it in one 
place are united in holding to all of the doctrines of God’s Word (see 1 Cor. 10:17; 
11:26). Therefore, those who do not currently adhere to the doctrinal commitment of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod through the rite of confirmation are requested to 

attend the Adult Instruction Class for membership before communing at Peace 
Lutheran Church. 

 
DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING THREE 

PRELUDE    Organist 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                 Peace Handbell Choir 
                         “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” – Lloyd Larson 
 
OPENING HYMN          "Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come"       LSB 350                     
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Stand 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
 
 
INTROIT Psalm 19:1, 4–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 
 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 
 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 
 and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the 
end | of the world.* 
 In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 
 and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of 
them,* 
 and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 
 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 
 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

 
KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 
SALUTATION  

 

 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 
  
P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that 

the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 
mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
 



Sit 

 
OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 18:15–19 
 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of 
the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let 
me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any 
more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have 
spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 
brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all 
that I command him. 19And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall 
speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.’” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL Psalm 145:18, 21 

 

 

The LORD is near to all who | call on him,* 
 to all who call on | him in truth. 
My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,* 
 and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever. 

 
EPISTLE Philippians 4:4–7 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:39–56 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
  

 
  
 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a 
town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped 
in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came 
to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the 
Lord.” 
 46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
 and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 



 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 
 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and  
     the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  
     glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY         “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”            LSB 357 
 
SERMON 
 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 
Stand 
 
OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 

 

 



 
  
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the 

Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
 

  

 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                                                  LSB 197 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PAX DOMINI LSB 197 

 
  

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Sit 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”                                                       LSB 347 
“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”                                    LSB 348 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                            LSB 338 (Tune: LSB 700) 
 
Stand 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199 

 

 



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 
THANKSGIVING LSB 200 

 
  

 
 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 
BENEDICTION LSB 202 

 

 

 
  



 
 
CLOSING HYMN               "Prepare the Royal Highway"                 LSB 343 
 
CURRENT ANNOUNCMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                  Organist 
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