
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4672 N Cedar Ave. Fresno, CA 93726 

Rev. Clinton S. Hoff                                                       Rev. Khai N. Lee  
 

Third Midweek In Advent                                         December 17, 2025                                                     
 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to honor our Lord Jesus Christ through 
worship and ministering to all God’s people equipping them for service to God and to 

each other. 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER TWO 
PRELUDE    Organist 
 
OPENING HYMN              “Hark the Glad Sound!”                        LSB 349 
 
Stand 
 
OPENING VERSICLES LSB 285 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
FIRST READING John 14:23–27 
 23Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 
24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you 
hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 
 25“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach 
you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 
27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
 



SECOND READING Ephesians 1:11–14 
 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel 
of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the 
praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 
SERMON HYMN      “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”          LSB 341 
 
SERMON                                                       On Third Article- Sanctification 
 
Stand 
 
KYRIE LSB 285 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

APOSTLES' CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
VERSICLES LSB 286 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C let my cry come to You. 
L In the day of my trouble I call upon You, 
C for You answer me. 
L Hide Your face from my sins, 
C and blot out all my iniquities. 
L Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C and renew a right spirit within me. 
L Cast me not away from Your presence, 
C and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
L Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
C and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
L Because Your steadfast love is better than life, 
C my lips will praise You. 
L For You have been my help, 



We are alive in Christ,  
We have been born again; 
Washed in the water by the Word,  
The Holy Spirit giv’n. 
All praise to Christ our King,  
Salvation to us brings; 
Most certainly His gift is ours,  
For this we’ll ever sing. 

We are alive in Christ,  
We gladly bear His Name.  
With sign of cross on head and heart,  
He plants in us His flame. 
Through Word and Sacrament,  
Our faith He does sustain; 
Redeemed, restored, forgiven,  
We have a home in heav’n.  

We are alive in Christ,  
Whose life for us He gave; 
We’re dead to sin and death and hell,  
And ransomed from the grave.  
We go forth in His Name,  
To baptize and to teach 
His Word, His Works, His Will, His Way; 
The world is ours to reach.   

We praise the Trinity,  
For making us Your own: 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  
The blessed Three-in-one.  
Through all eternity,  
Our praises we will give; 
And there in heaven evermore,  
In glory we shall live!  Amen. 
  
 *Text by Rev. Michael Vernava, dedicated to the members of 
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Fresno, CA, past, present, 
and future, who are truly “Alive in Christ.”  

C and in the shadow of Your wings I will sing for joy. 
L Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth; 
C unite my heart to fear Your name. 
L I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
C and I will glorify Your name forever. 
L May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You. 
C May those who love Your salvation say evermore, “God is great!” 
L Save Your people and bless Your heritage! 
C Be their shepherd and carry them forever. 
L Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 
C listen to my plea for grace. 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would 
forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep 
me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 
may have no power over me. 
Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 287 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
BLESSING LSB 287 
L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
C Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN             “Alive in Christ”                       Tune: LSB 525  
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CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                    Organist 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Advent Season is here! Join us on the following Wednesdays: 
December 3rd, 10th, and 17th 

for Soup Supper at 6 PM with Worship Service at 7 PM. 
You may bring something to share. 

 
Take note of our Christmas Services: 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Dec. 24) — 7 PM 
Christmas Service (Dec. 25) — 9 AM 

We hope to see you all! 
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